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The views expressed here are solely those of the author and/or cartoonist in
his private capacity and do not in any way represent the views of
Teekhi Mirch.-Editor
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NOWADAYS, CBI IS SENDING
NOTICES LIKE MARRIAGE
INVITATION.. ALL HAVE

'WITH FAMILY' ' ONTIT.

I fear arrest. They have
one star hotel, 2 houses,
some cash in my name too!

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

MEDIA PERSONAL

BEATEN BY SECURITY
PERSONAL OF

TEJASWI YADAV

THATS WHY
\. WE NEVER

ASKED
ABOUT OUR

FODDER...

Courtesy :DB Post

Courtesy : ainik Bhaskar
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@ Hello, Mr Sharif. It’s unfair.
What’s wrong if we earn a
few crores for our families?

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : Social Media
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? With GST-related messages,
my mobile battery is automatically
going down by 28%.
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Not demands... that are
the things they want to
be exempted from GST!

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : DB Post
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DON'T WORRY..,
ITWOUDNT
HURT YOU..

FORCES BRING
DOWN PRICES!

S WO ALIS
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I bought only those .
items that are 0% and

less than 5% as per GST!

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle Courtesy :Social Media

LEVEL IL &
MPLEMEMTATIGN

Courtesy : The Hindu
o0




‘ FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1 3/9/2018 3:15 PM Page 17 @

\

b Cartoon Express

How much GST on
the items available in
Parliament canteen?

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

%! afed GST XE IO B B
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Courtesy : Social Media
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NOW, GET
READY FOR

Loan waiver only for
farmers who are not rich,
do not have tractors,
bullocks, ploughs, land...

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : DB Post

NO THANKS!

WE CANHELP | A R T
| ’E ! D' OURSELVES T e

.....Courtesy.. BBG.Hindi
(1]
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Boss, I need supporting
staff..., workload has
increased

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

i

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi
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MERRILL LYNCH, WEALTH MANAGEMENT FIRM,
RECEIVES SURPRISE CALL FROM INDA...

MADAM,..
T T DARE T ASK WHY
e N DO YOU THINK WED BE

R INTERESTED IN OPENING
A BRANCH IN

RAJASTHAN?

OBJECTED TO THE
ORIGINAL TITLE OF
THIS FILM, NIHALANLII!

&’uma{w,

Courtesy : Surendra, The Hindu
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Courtesy : TOI
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Courtesy : BBC,Hindi
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Courtesy : Social Media
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N THE NAME OF
GAU-BHAKTI IS NOT -
ACCEPTABLE... J ‘

@
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No need to‘panic, sir. Their
o guns have been fitted with
3\@‘ O fake spares supplied by us!

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle
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Global Voice

M

FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION FOR

CARTOONISTS

by Poorva Jain

As India celebrates 71 years of freedom, we take you through how cartoonists across
the globe have lost their freedom of expression over the decades

First they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Communist.

Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out
Because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Catholics

And I did not speak out
Because I was not a Catholic.

Then they came for me
And there was no use left
To speak out for me

- Pastor Martin Niemoeller
A victim of the Nazi ascendancy in
Germany in the 1930s

But still, they go out for him on every possible

occasion. Nevertheless after everything, he sur-
vives - through his art of saying everything and reveal-
ing nothing,

!. cartoonist however, speaks out for everybody.

Cartoonists worldwide have organised themselves in
cooperative groups and constantly work towards
ensuring a safer environment for their community.
Some of these groups are very well run even on a very
large scale. But the same is missing in India. This may

either be because of lack of collaboration between
them, or awareness amidst the people about this skill.

There is a vital need for people in our country to get
themselves equipped with the knowledge of this art.
One way in which this may happen is if they get to
know about the significance of the suppression faced
by cartoonists in other countries. Since the basic
human nature makes them take the sufferer’s side, this
will significantly add to popular support for
cartoonists.

A cartoonist’s scope ranges from a mere talk of the
town to a universal mishap. And astonishingly, he has
ahumour for it all. But it just isn’t wit which he shows.
There is a deeper meaning to all his thoughts, which
everyone doesn’t appreciate. These undesirable
elements have often resulted in unpleasant results for
our witty companions.

There is thus, a need to know how cartoonists have
faced suppression for their “social work” This
information also tells us how open is a particular
society, democratic or otherwise.

In this freedom issue of Teekhi Mirch, we are starting
a series of incidents in which cartoonists were not so
free. We will cover major events from across the globe
in which a cartoonist’s freedom was suppressed and the
consequences he faced.

Most of the information of incidents worldwide has
been obtained from websites and articles that were sent
by Dr. Robert Russell, Executive Director, Cartoonists
Rights Network, International; Vladimir Kazanevsky,
Cartoonist, Ukraine; Alex Dimitrov, Cartoonist,




‘ FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1 3/9/2018 3:15 PM Page 33

\

. AESD

Maloba{ Voice

Moldova; John A. Lent, Professor, School of

Communication &  Theatre, Temple
UniversityPhiladelphia, U.S.A.; and by an interview
with Mr. Madhukar Upadhyay, a foremost researcher
on cartoons in India.

Incidents curbing freedom of expression for cartoonists
across the globe (countries in alphabetical order)

ALGERIA

for the pro-government Algerian daily E1 Moudjahid.
He was kidnapped on 2 September 1995.

ARGENTINA

Nik, less known as Cristian Dzwonik is a political
satirist. In early 1996, when he was in his mid-twenties,
he was kidnapped from outside his home, and was

CHAWKI AMARI WAS ARRESTED FOR MAKING FUN OF HIS
COUNTRY'S NATIONAL FLAG

In 1996, Chawki Amari, one of Algeria’s most famous
cartoonists was arrested from his home on July 4. He
used to contribute for La Tribune, a major French
language newspaper. The reason for his arrest was a
cartoon in which he had scoffed at his country’s
national flag.

In protest to his arrest, journalists wrote a letter to
Algerian President Liamine Zeroual. He later received
a three-year suspended prison term on July 31, 1996.

Sid Ali Malouah, a cartoonist and comic artist, was
forced to go underground in 1995 because his work
seemed appalling to some Muslim fundamentalists.
There were several attempts on his life.

Guerrovi Brahim was 40 years old when he was found
murdered near his home in Algeirs. He used to work

HECTOR OESTERHELD MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED
WITH HIS FAMILY IN 1976 AND NEVER RETURNED

asked to “stop messing around and behave himself”.
He was then looted and left somewhere near the out
skirts of his city.

However, no such incident had happened to him
before. He had never even received a threat. President
Carlos Menem, whose cartoons he regularly drew, often
mocking him, started asking for his originals too.

Hector Oesterheld was not as lucky as Nik. In 1976,
he mysteriously disappeared. His daughters,
grandchildren and son-in-laws were also among those
who vanished. This was the time of the military
government in Argentina.

Oesterheld had joined a military group called
Montoneros. The reason for his
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disappearance
HugoPratt may, therefore
not be because he
was a cartoonist,
but because he
was a member of
such a group.

HG.Oesterheld

In 1979, when an
Italian journalist
tried to find what
= happened to him,
~ he was told, “We
aly did away with
3 him because he
wrote the most
beautiful
story of Ché
Guevara ever
done.”
| His disappear-
ance still remains
a mystery.

v EL RENEGADO
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ARGENTINA_HECTOR OESTERHELD

HECTOR'S DISAPPEARANCE STILL

REMAINS A MYSTERY AUSTRALIA

Born in East Melbourne (Victoria, Australia) in 1945,
Michael Leunig, one of Australia’s most notable car-
toonists, faced suppression in 2002 when editors re-
fused to publish his cartoons.

But as they say, every publicity is good publicity, so
with these incidents, his cartoons gained more light.

BELARUS

Oleg Minich is a web based cartoonist and was ar-
rested because he drew cartoons on the President of
Belarus, Mr. Lukashenko, whom Washington has
branded Europe's last dictator.

KGB, the Belarusian security service, called himwith
his wife and confiscated their passports after the inci-
dent. Minich was shocked by the incident and said that
it clearly revealed that his country had no laws.
BOSNIA

CARTOONIST MIDHAT AJANOVIC BECAME A SOLDIER
AFTER A DOZEN WERE KILLED AT HIS CARTOON
EXHIBITION

The studio of Midhat Ajanovic, a well known
cartoonist, was destroyed in the war-torn
Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1992. However, he didn’t lose
courage and hope.

A few weeks later he organized a cartoon exhibition of
his works in Sarajevo. Suddenly, a Serbian shell hit the
building. More than a dozen guests were killed.

Midhat survived and fled with his family to Sweden.
He later returned to fight as a soldier in the 7th
Croatian/Bosnian Brigade defending Sarajevo.

CAMBODIA

In 1994, a law was passed in Cambodia that prohibited
the depiction of cartoon figures such as dog, sheep etc.,
to represent the members of its government.

CAMEROON

“Gaby” Nyemb used to draw cartoons that would often
mock the President of Cameroon. Once a “Goon
Squad” came searching for him. They knew nothing
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about pen names and went away when Nyemb showed
them his official name badge with his real name on it.

COLOMBIA

Al Fin was a part-time cartoonist for the local
newspapers in Colombia. He was forced to move out
of his country after his home was raked with machine
guns. The drug lords in his country had got annoyed
after his continuous mockery at them.

CHINA

In 1992, there was a major uproar in Xining, Qinghai
province, after the communist authorities perceived
the publication of a comic strip Swiftly Turning Mind
as an insult to Islam. It was originally published in
Taiwan.

A strip in the book caused the outrage of tens of
thousands of Muslims who in a massive street protest,
burned police cars and attacked government buildings.

CROATIA

On March 29, 1996, the government in Croatia passed
alaw in which it became a criminal offence to publish
or write a satire on
the President, the
Prime  Minister,
the Speaker of the
Parliament, or the
Chief Magistrates
of the supreme and
constitutional
courts.

On April 29, 1996,
an article pub-
lished in Feral
Tribune caused the
arrest of its editor-
in-chief. It was
blamed that the ar-
ticle defamed the
then President

ZA TO BORILI?

detaljne na stranicama 45

CROATIA'S FERAL TRIBUNE HAS AL-
WAYS CAUSED SOME OR THE
OTHER CONTROVERSY

Franjo Tudjman. A
cartoon accompa-
nied the article.

However, no charges were filed against the cartoonist.
DENMARK

In September 2005, Jyllands Posten, a Danish

newspaper published twelve satirical cartoons of
Prophet Mohammed. Soon there were protests by the
local Muslims who said that some of the cartoons
represented Prophet Mohammed. It is prohibited by
Islam to symbolize the Prophet in any way.

A few radicals soon took up the issue and raised their

protests in the Arab world. The subject began to be

MORGENAVISEN
Jyllands-Posten

s NP N e
: o Shais

Massiv stotte til Danmark -=_;i::._"

—-

THE JYLLANDS POSTEN CARTOONS CONTROVERSY
CAUSED WORLDWIDE UPROAR

mentioned in talk shows, websites, and in Friday
prayers and spread like wildfire within three months.

Some Arab countries took official action. For example,
in January next year, Libya shut its embassy in
Denmark in protest and Saudi Arabia recalled its
ambassador. Iran's Foreign Ministry summoned the
Danish ambassador and demanded an apology.
Interior ministers from Arab nations meeting in
Tunisia demanded that Denmark punish those
responsible for the publication.

In Pakistan, both houses of parliament passed
resolutions against the publication of the cartoons and
the Foreign Office summoned the envoys of France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Holland, Hungary,
Norway and the Czech Republic, in addition to that
from Denmark, and lodged protests. The Arab League
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and the Organization of Islamic Conference said they
would ask the UN General Assembly to pass a
resolution banning attacks on religious beliefs.

Critics of government
officials, such as
columnists and car-
toonists, could be re-
quired to prove the
accuracy of their ac-
count in court.

The unofficial protests were more alarming. The
Danish embassy in Beirut was set on fire. Indonesian
protestors charged their Danish embassy. Palestinian
demonstrators burnt flags not just of Denmark but its

Scandinavian neighbours, Norway and Sweden. They Cartoonist ~ Essam

shouted ‘Death to Denmark’ A militant group in West Hanafy once drew car-
Asia is supposed to have issued a warning that all toons of the Minister
Danes and Swedes should leave Gaza. of Agriculture and had
With the growing effect, the editor of the Danish to spend an year in jail

for the offence. Essam
was finally released
under an annual

newspaper that first published the cartoons apologized
in January for offending Muslims, although it stuck to

. C . . EGYPT_ESSAM_HANAFY
its stand that printing the political cartoons was a - - -

. C e . FARMER
journalistic right in a democracy. ) ) amnesty granted to
journalists.
On 1 February 2006, some French, Italian, Spanish and
German newspapers republished the cartoons as their
demonstration of their fight to free expression. ENGLAND

EGYPT
@ {0

Prisener of
ansel€nce, shet &

o 1000

NAJI AL-ALI WAS MURDERED IN BROAD DAYLIGHT IN

@:m LONDON

ESSAMHANAFY HAD TO SPEND A YEAR IN JAIL FOR DRAW-
ING CARTOONS ON AN EGYPTIAN MINISTER

> —

—

Naji Salim al-Ali was one of the best-known
Palestinian cartoonists. He drew satirical cartoons on

) Palestinian and Arab leaders, which became the cause
In May 1995, the Egyptian government passed a law,  of his death.

which restrained the criticism of public officials.
Disrespect for them could result in prison and fine.  He was murdered on a London street in broad

i1a
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NAJI'SHANDALA HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF PALESTINIAN DEFIANCE

daylight. An unknown
youth opened fire on
him on 22 July 1987.
After  remaining
unconscious  for
seven days, he
succumbed to his
injuries on 29 July
1987. He was hit
on his right
temple. After
shooting  Al-ali,

@% the youth walked
¢ o back to his
o car and was

NAJI WORKED CEASELESSLY FORTHE  pever caught.

CAUSE OF PALESTINE

Two  assump-
tions regarding his death have been put forward; one
of his cartoons on Yasser Arafat’s mistresses might have
angered Arafat and he ordered Naji’s assassination, or
Mossad, the Israeli secret service, arranged his liquida-
tion as he drew many effective anti-Israelcartoons.

Al-ali received around 100 death threats before he was

murdered. He even drew a caricature of Handala, his
most famous creation, as shot and fallen. Handala has
now become a symbol of Palestinian defiance.

GREECE

Austrian cartoonist Gerhard Haderer was given a six-
month jail term for portraying Jesus Christ as pot-
smoking hippy. However, the sentence can only come
into effect if Haderer travels to Greece.

(In the next edition of Teekhi Mirch, we will focus on

the freedom of expression for cartoonists in our own
country. Do watch this space for more next month.)
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man had silently voiced (&
the opinion of India. He
would peep in from the front

page of the newspaper every » /

For more than 50 years, a \'f« -

morning, and would leave us .
with a smile on our faces. He
was the great cartoonist RK
Laxman’s Common Man.

Rasipuram Krishnaswami 4
Laxman was one of the most
well-known Indian cartoonists,

and will always remain. If we )
are to ask any common Indian

the name of one Indian |

cartoonist, he would

undoubtedly say, Laxman.

Born in 1921 in the
then-Mysore state, Laxman started his cartooning journey at
almost the same time when India got independence.

Laxman’s fascination with drawing began at a very early
age while he was in school. Even before he could read, he
would just sit gazing at the illustrations in newspapers and
magazines such as The Strand Magazine, Punch, Bystander,
Wide World and Tit-Bits.

Another major influence on the little Laxman was the work of the
world-renowned British cartoonist, Sir David Low whose cartoons
would often appear in The Hindu. He misread Low’s signature as
‘cow’ for a long time!

Laxman would sit sketching in his classroom too. Once he drew a
doodle of his teacher looking like a tiger cub, which, of course, sent
the entire classroom into a tizzy.

After high school, Laxman applied at Bombay’s famous JJ College
of Art, but was rejected there. He was told that ‘his drawings lacked
the kind of talent to qualify for enrolment in our institution as a
student’. Later Laxman was invited as a Chief Guest at the same JJ
College when he had become a big name in the world of
cartooning!
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Anyway, the rejection didn’t disappoint him, and he studied
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Mysore. During his studies,
he also started taking up work as a freelancer in newspapers. He
contributed cartoons to Swarajya and an animated film based on
the mythological character, Narada. He also sketched for his
brother RK Narayan’s famous ‘Malgudi Days’.

Laxman’s big break came when he was asked to draw a cartoon
strip on the notorious Kalbadevi shooting for the then-popular
investigative weekly tabloid newspaper, Blitz. Another famous
Indian cartoonist Abu Abraham also contributed his early work in
Blitz.

As a 20-year-old, Laxman got his first full-time job as a political
cartoonist at Mumbai’s Free Press Journal. It was here that he met
Bal Thackeray, who worked as a cartoonist before starting his po-
litical party, the Shiv Sena. They remained dear friends till
Thackeray’s death on 17th November 2012.

After that, Laxman moved to The Times of India in 1947. Rest, as
they say, is history. As the Tol’s cartoonist, Laxman had a field
day - always taking a bit cynical, humorous, and hapless, view
of the Indiapost independence.

A decade after he joined Tol, he created his famous Common Man,
in 1957 who featured in his cartoon strip ‘You Said It’. However,
the common man never said anything, but watched everything,
like an average Indian. The antics of all Laxman’s powerful sub-
jects - who became equal under his brutal pen and brush - were
reduced to
ordinary jokes or public buffoonery. He spared none, from Nehru
to Rajiv, and everyone in between.

WHAT LAXMAN SAID...

® CHANGE? DOES THE COLOUR OF THE SKY
CHANGE EVER? MY SYMBOL WILL NEVER
CHANGE.

® | AM GRATEFUL TO OUR POLITICIANS. THEY
HAVE NOT TAKEN CARE OF THE COUNTRY, BUT
ME.

¢ MY COMMON MAN IS OMNIPRESENT. HE'S
BEEN SILENT ALL THESE 50 YEARS. HE SIMPLY
LISTENS.

® MY SKETCH PEN IS NOT A SWORD, IT’S MY
FRIEND.

® NOTHING LIKE INDIA FOR CARTOONING AND
DRAWING!

WHAT THEY SAID AFTER
LAXMAN’S DEMISE...

® RK LAXMAN CONVEYED IMPORTANT SOCIAL
MESSAGES USING HUMOUR AS A TOOL AND RE-
MINDED THE PUBLIC THAT PEOPLE IN AUTHOR-
ITY ARE FALLIBLE AND HUMAN.

PRESIDENT PRANAB MUKHERJEE

® WE ARE GRATEFUL TO RK LAXMAN FOR
ADDING THE MUCH NEEDED HUMOUR IN OUR
LIVES AND ALWAYS BRINGING SMILES ON OUR
FACES.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI

® LIFE EVEN FOR THE COMMON MAN BECOMES
WORTH LIVING WITH SHRI LAXMAN’S WIT AND
WISDOM IN FULL CRY. TO LAUGH AND MAKE
OTHERS LAUGH AND TO THINK AND MAKE
OTHERS THINK IS THE UNIQUE GIFT OF EVERY
CARTOONIST OF REPUTE.

DR. APJ ABDUL KALAM

® RK LAXMAN’S 'COMMON MAN' REPRESENTED
INDIA FOR MORE THAN ONE GENERATION.
SONIA GANDHI

RN
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In 1993, Laxman suffered his first cardiac arrest, and later called it
a day at The Times of India. But the readers wouldn’t have it. It’s
said that phones at the Tol’s office didn’t stop ringing the day
Laxman’s cartoon didn’t feature on the front page, and hundreds
of letters poured in. The Times management literally dragged him
out of retirement and welcomed the common man back on its front
page. Laxman was rewarded with lifetime employment at Tol post
that. He continued as a regular full-time employee and drew his
salary till the end.

Laxman continued cartooning for the Times till 2010, even after
suffering a second stroke in 2003 which paralysed his left side. In
2010, he suffered another stroke which robbed him of his speech.
IlI-health forced him to stop cartooning for the Times but he
continued drawing till the very end. Laxman’s works have been
compiled into a whopping nine volumes of pocket cartoons. A book
of select political cartoons, ‘The Eloquent Brush’ featuring his best
commentaries from the Nehru to Rajiv Gandhi eras.

In addition to being a cartoonist, Laxman was also a writer and
had published numerous short stories, essays and travel articles.
He directed a movie, ‘Wagle ki Duniya’ for national television. A
Hindi television serial ‘RK Laxman ki duniya’, which was based on
his books completed 353 successful episodes on SAB channel.

Some of Laxman’s short stories, essays and travel articleshave
been collected in the book, The Distorted Mirror. He also authored
three works of fiction, The Hotel Riviera, The Messenger and
Servants of India. Several collections of Laxman’s cartoons have
been published in the series The Best of Laxman and Laugh with
Laxman. In 1998, Laxman’s autobiography, The Tunnel of Time,was
published.

RK Laxman won numerous awards for his cartoons, including
Asia’s top journalism award, the Ramon Magsaysay Award, in 1984.
The University of Marathwada and the University of Delhi
conferred honorary Doctor of Literature degrees on him. In 2005,
the Government of India honoured him with India’s second highest
honour, the Padma Vibhushan.

Laxman spent the last few years of his life in Pune. In the middle
of January 2015, he was admitted to the hospital to treat a throat
infection but complications ensued. The end of India’s Uncommon
Man came after multi-organ failure on 26 January 2015. The same
year in November, his wife Kamala also left the world. After
Laxman’s death, she had said 'l will join you soon’, and she lived
up to her word.

Pune: Legendary cartoo-
nist R K Laxman passed
away in Pune on Monday.
The 9-year-old cartoonist
wassuffering from urinary
tract infection and other
allments and had been on
ventilatorsupportanddial:
ysis at Deenanath Man:
geshkar hospital here for
thelastfewdays.

Laxman was admitted
tothe intensivecareunitof
this hospital on January 17
from another hospital in
the Aundh locality of the
cltywhere helived.

“He had severe urinary
tract infection following
Wwhich he developed Kidney
failure, sepsisand thensub-

sequent multiorgan fail-
um Ho diod of £ 50 wm an

that such freedom must go
hand in hand with a height:
enedsenseof responsibility.
For Laxman this was a
nonssue, While he was con-
vinced of the therapeutic
values of satire, caricature
and lampooning o sustain
thehealthof ademocracy, he
was equally clear that these
‘medicines' must be admin:
istered in careful doses so
that they donot produce tox-
e sidecffects. To strike a
balance between these twin
imperativesonencededboth
courage and caution. Lax:
man possessed these twin
virtuesinequal measure,
One reason why he was
able to deploy them to won:

drouseffect was theenviron:
mont inwhish b b for
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R K. Laxman (1921-2015)

Because nobody said it after that! ToI's tribute to RK Laxman the day
after his death

P




FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1 3/9/2018 3:16 PM Page 43

global voice

e

Udl olel df chel

(fesral coicforee eaaffer 31 dh TTediUI il 26 EeIchIe &el
1993 df “eidiegar’ ob foiu el fgacl o forerm e

HET WG S & HIERE 2 & fere 2

ek isT % foIT U Tl STauHT 3iR e afvr (39 3 =)
P % T o for STt 3 |
;nwmmﬁﬁﬁaﬁqﬁgmﬁwaﬁﬁww

2

78 e W F9R T ¢ 7R =6 A i 7 & @it 3§ e g
et B0 3EH fadie gf & q e, afesh 3191 HSieh Sgaq § of woT
31T & 3FR Y ST Sealed SAfth @i 31K ST & foh 5/ & < eTmaeht
e T& TEE € qe d1 & & o T =Sl Hoieh SeM o el & T S
ferelt 1 T, ST, et gefeT W S[etl-TiiTeT, STETTH, SRl i T&T
TS & FHIERE I, STTHMAT 9t T BT <1feT 3R Tl ol I Wolieh
3T T +ff T N 1T el T8l S Fehd |
31 safh o, e €, famie it i et €2

IE T TTeld FRT | f1e g o1 et H Sigd 21t 71 47 Wit dh
T 5 AR &, SR 9 SN faeer  off < 3 el Wed-
SEEREE
IR HTEAT UL Hoft AR oft STfeT g8 €2

g IR ARTSHT off W o 7 ST o 6l emferar < TR R 3
T A TE ST ek AT A TH N T S 2 T < 9§ GHe o © AT
J I IS YIRS AT SV T 34 & | R H T ey § T 30
T AN U I8 T8 wadl o6 3 Stted o f53, § A1 Shael I FHSIRaE,
T 3R S R HeTT G STH § AR STe =1E of W g ks
I Al 31 TSNS B AT TS|
I ATHAT FATAT ?

T SR U ST 7 G3I oAex-a9 I @ ol I qRa-uieh Herst 6
SR 91 &1 s ¥ W i 3 38 3w fon | I 9 o1ie Figere
% forwrth ¥ ST T o7 | ST §Y igeie § TaT o o Arer ge fh s
T FD I & T T W | TR gfere oMt oI 39 TR bt et AT
I 70 o < W 91 8| 3 A fEg Tfgard &1 5= W SR Sifreniv:
I TR MR 1 T A SAHSTHT Tk o T =l T | R 8 Tl <91
& ST STE A AT ¥ 9ee T HehdT| I8 AR 9 o, 99 § o
T HH T
S ST o T A TTeh! SISl WITHT g2 Bt 2




‘ FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1 3/9/2018 3:16 PM Page 44

m global voice

MTehIcT | < g foerd TR ot | STeTdet o W o UsheH &
ek TR T | a9 § At Wi F fer T, S 9gd Fads
T I8 FA B wﬁaﬁﬁmmmwmw
TRV T3 Y Tl Aed 9 foR H i Wi A1 SAdeer W hiE
off T TS | IR HeT foh 3R AU 9T M SR @I ar
ST e T T ST & A T O 3T e o 38 W
1 ARt A1 B A TR off A enfeR H HE o % for AiieRy <o
T IR T8t H g STexd o Tél aet qof uar <ol foh St
e T STH TS SO i § 1 S BR T SR § A ST

W e T

THY @t FHrwt 9o firedt gt st ?
WA R forae ol § 39 W

T TR T € ot o € 2

i & Torife PEFRE §, gegared & U 3 wfed S

& = e §
W Sfte # A agd W foee o U 2

el ? IR § @ fack wk & fovg 7 Aol T 9 W Re
i g T favar & < | Tt & <ie e | et g §) R
et § off =l ST 91 TSI ol 2 Bt | =8 SATIR-anforey &,
=S =R B, = F-mT 31, =S STRTe-8% =it T 9 S[et
T Tk =T femaren it STt | St g2 7 21 o Whell o Qg

T ¥ T §1
T TH O 919 WE . .

B 2 7 A TR T A 0 Wi 1 <) e o 8, S

TEE oI RAAmRTE % 1e 1 2 Tal B

@ %ﬁgﬁmﬁmm%%wmwwfquﬁ
?

o, § o T G R oY W E 91 99 W

AT IR ST e § F A T i fore 7 @ o wedas

il

-2 v
S-Aaws Ly

L L LU

TSI WA o NS HIEE DI ¢ ?

o & 7 & T 5w
AT STRY 7 85 U Tole e diehell whl fad WTelieh T W &t
WIS ! TSI el AT-Tad i 3T TR | T AT e
W?gﬁﬁﬁ%mmmlmm@
FEATE?

IS 3 Stk & Fed & WS § Wi W, A § 1 gl 7 g9
waﬁmﬁm%lwﬁﬁfwﬁﬁaﬁﬂmﬁaﬁwqﬁ%lw
H ofid o g A 99 g, T A 2
3T 3R foree 3= e et ?

# o FERST W el = e
IS THeAT T WIS &1 €2 30 A1 ISt et urdt Gt
379 3T ST % SR § T 9 @ B R STue s
BT A HERAE?

T3 WEgH BT ¢ foh 5 el § AIRETE AT ST @ ¢ I ok
Y 379 7 IE hell 91 S, TR H Ul § foh TRETE e e SR
T STTE &1 T8 € el Heeshid &Y I IS ST=-usdiel € & el | 3
FE T ol Rl Haresh 7 e ST 7, WR - afemet
mmﬁ@mm@%am%mwmwm
SR T E, S U F ST S o i et aue €, Fe-a-
o T o T 21 b feredt SRlt-wrmreht-arett <fisT ot Sh1e S T/
B! 3 ST S0 Sgd WX O YU g B 2| o1t ofS &
o Torer & TSR Woh ohie 7 WicRIRTAT ot TciieT Tk foram 1o & | ShRoT
T 2 G O FERTT TR X AT & T T e o
TicrETTaT & ST fa o7 | Ush- 31T 3@ 3ER-3eR Y & of | SITeik o
T T [ TS 3 W1l 96 HET I I it | o STRSTeR!
W SHH I ol B TSl fAsTST RN & TN, W AT
ﬂwmﬁ@mw?wﬁﬁﬂ%m@wwﬁaé
TR BTl
At fesT SR BN I T ?

T oftey 7T & T e ¥ o S v oreft S 7% & oR
TR e T BT o A 19T B SR T B R o R oI
%I?Eﬁl?f'«[?ﬁfr HEEE e I Ted I I8 JaId gU F a8

Eﬁm&ﬁm@ﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁrlﬂa‘m
ﬁﬁ@w@@%wm@mﬁwﬁﬁ%m
e 1 T ¥, SR ST ) e FERR St 3 T
%wﬁ%é%'w@ﬁwaﬁéﬁfma@mﬁﬁmﬁwaﬁ
ok Hie TRAH FA TS $| UG Tl §1 W 6, o,
ST, STeIeTe, foreelt HIHel Waeh! Tedl STHeRRT BIfaet et
qsﬁ%lw%amsﬁwa@%mﬁaﬁwmaﬁq
et eI (SSfAT) T Fh Tl &1 SR ek e &
ST b 3T
5 Rorfer 1 GURT A ST HehelT 2, 1Tk TE I
Reafy 7 &2

& 78 2, 38 GUR Tehd € STl § Wigeh! o SRR F wnir
I AT @ o g off SiefoRe o HehaT B B O 98 9 A &%
T 37 & S HRFRE 71 =18 &, 390 Afeshel % =6 off 2 €,
W%Wﬁwwwﬁ%ﬁﬁgmﬁm
Tl | T Tafere 39 U9 B o 1 we Tk T T 8, @ 8
T T HAEHT §, el &, me%awqémmﬁ%
7 T T T A ) WA T 3 o 3T B B o ory
A o foIT IS AT o 27X 31T off ST € |
T I T ¢ T 30 it T 31Tl 39 W wer % o
T wrefeel st off aRa fear T |k ?

mw%mwﬁwzﬁ%ﬁm'ﬁa@aﬁkw




‘ FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1 3/9/2018 3:16 PM Page 45

\

Mgloba{ voice

Y € el Te-foray i Hreiet o7l B 9 i ¥ | TR A uRaR
H fohr g T8 & I 76 H Y PR 91 T W 98
<t P U & S Rt § Tl o forg T 3 forw weh e e
B | 3R T HqeRR, dieh 9 ST ¢ | I8 e’ Toic: el 2
, T I ¥ T M ST TehdT 3R ik €9 9 YAl et 7
B Al T Tl T ST Tl

TR | St GFasTrsti sl Whell a1 SMHRIGHAT oh ATeaw |
FrRERT T WehdT € STwTaia o Aread & FramT <1 gedr 2
T VT HIEfAE! ok IS W HOg e ?

TE, TERT IS S Tel Y Fehall Y TS & 3T Heg Y Fohdl
&1 o fonereh STUehT e ST Tl e HehelT | S Sff 37K forersh
IS ST R Tk dl foR I8 5000 T Saaret freieh i o+,
@S & 50,000 I FHHHATA HE(RE Tl I ST ? T8 Hedl TR
1 GUT S ST 2 R Fehdl | ST ST 3R O ST € hed € e
A ST Foram ST, W2 gd T o S § 39 W iR H
WIS GIET Ied & el X HehelT | 3R 5 H ¢ THear off g
T | & AR U TR0 A R I A ek # e g foR Y@ <m
o ST 7 Ui arfaek Siiee @i 3TR fort srst WY OR
et ot Toh-Teh 3@ A ardfeh Sied ¥ ot 81 =R 98 daT gan
6 2, W1 g &1 A1 |y &1 219 foseh gu SR efe & &
& TR | R ¥ Ao € foR STl Yt s ST
FIHREHATIY BT e 379 & PIeal o ho ¥ SJeT 3@t S 95w
ST %1 3TN STUehT THT Weg® =&l Jil o hied A & 9 872
fath e fora i)

AR ST fahaeT wewrgut €2

ST < 1Y S W1 ST e He Ul €, ol & Hewul € hu
TH-gW Y IS & 3|
SATUHT Hed ToaTaTeug ShTea Hi-|T el &, T et it
e A ?

1S TE S TH T HEA A THN YOS AR & T T
TR FB 7 &g 4T T Jed gt ?

&, ST B TR H AR ot TR g e | H o et e €
foh S F S & 9 ANl ¥ I9d TIEd §, ST T 7 R E
H it e Rl e T W A o 9% W M S W e S
& T BT S €1 7, T 3T Y T e WRIGd SR & | 9gd WX
e foreh & o7 7101 & § YRS WAR 1 S e SR o (fR IR
TaR 1 g5 GFl TR ¥ & 1@ §) 9% 9gd TR N S
AR | TR R Tk STl TReR & fRarefewar & i e ol
T WA W
T 37U 3TH ATSHT & A 7T HeqT T Hehd & 2

&, TR T I8 T TR 3T Hed T e Tkl & 2
mazagvﬁmﬁw%m

&, o 1 deest T W i FoRIST &1 <k 2
TfEeTe T St TE ST ?

T GelTel ol STerd § T2l ¢ IS, 379 At
J e | fasge 7 e, safere ot 78 ?

frregt 2 Bt ? Yo G IR ergE o1 €
T T THT | ST T 11 L &, 3T ok el ?

T TR ok SIS Ol § diefe & &, Hefre s ok T,
BT < g2 T i AT & | ST dreien F8 vect o Hegd e
o7 T & W 3T off HegH A &1 1 H I aee SR fore
S TS ST HegE Bt &, ST h1 o Teet e g2 of | T = grar ar
H St &1 T B
FHIEFE B & AT TIAT § T 2

3o ATl &, g TR I T Fehal o1 & TR e 7 2t

E N ) -
el 31Pch TR0 31! JMTeef hIcfoTec Sfas ol o anel

ady
g

A H SR o7 el T, T W =T Tehell o7 A1 Sfeat s Tea
X TRl T, HehfTehet ERSTTER S Sehel o | 9 377 STg S et

Em%l
T THS & IR ?

I, T TGq 3T M & oI HIeT & W ot T9-o 7ok o
foep & | it off <t €1 oneft FeeR § R 2t g oI s &
T 3Tl heied ot fesTe e gl
TRIIS SFIT §T 3MTUeh! ShISHIE3T S o, UEe 3 T2 &

3TeTaT ?

T TR T g
3T TTAT € G T Toh fohefl Rl aF 37U=T T HIeH orTa 21
T -t SifeTT SeRmeer atet g 7 !

WeTE e, T W HAE ‘weEe’ § S €, o o foeR e i
B o I & e off =nteT 7!
&t e 5 T R &2

Hrd-37S He |
T TS T A &2

TGl &, Tl g 3R s o el & €
ST oXh ST & ehred s | 2

HreM T <91 ok ol 81 3-4 HS | S yge sefedn o™ 39
TS HEFRE T 59 | 18 H FH ST Tea el 7 & | it
G % e AL TedS | S TeeAl ST S T 31T € B
IH M 93 ST & 3 BeThe 9T M e T =eld o 8 | §
el ¢ foF wemd § g wefre §, aeff o U9 SaAT ob oRr §

R (‘eafer dore)



‘ FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1 3/9/2018 3:16 PM Page 46 4@i

\

m global voice

1 ToRPLED

R.K. Laxman | never ceased to
sanetR |

OVERNMENT!

A, —

marvel at the singular traits of his
personality: boundless curiosity
about the way the world spins, a
penchant fordetecting an oddity in an
individual, a place, an object, a
situation, a bird or an animal, a zest
for harmless mischief, a flair for
mimicry and a rigorous discipline that
he imposed on himself. All this

I n the forty odd years that | knew

;. e taken together accounts - largely if a
Dileep Padgaonkar not in full measure - for his Q(
Consulting Editor, prodigious output of cartoons and \7 .
The Times of India caricatures and their unprecedented o
appeal. Tuar's & LtE” EVeRy
KNOWS WE ALL WORKED

The appeal indeed cut across generations, party lines, ideo-
logical frontiers, across regions and communities and genders,
across fads and fashions of the day.How did he pull this off? One
reason, | reckon, is that Laxman deployed his gifts to expose the
double-think and double-speak of the powerful and the influential
with clarity and candour but without a shard of malice. That was
his Laxmanrekha.

FOR TWQ YEARS AND
BROVGHT [TOOWN ) S

FORTY-FOUR
He depicted the ludicrous side of our nation’s rulers with .

consummate aplomb. But never once did he offend their dignity. | YEHRS OF CRO“W
can’t recall any cartoon or caricature which carried the faintest
whiff of prejudice against a religious community, a caste, a
linguistic group, a gender. That quality endeared him to his
readers. In their eyes he doubtless was the Peter Pan of our

Republic.

Only once did he have to appear in court. One of his pocket
cartoons in the Times of India had riled a Shiv Sena activist who
proceeded to file a defamation suit against him, the editor(me)
and the manager of the paper (Ram Tarneja) in a small town
somewhere in the boondocks of Maharashtra. We had to travel
for several hours in a particularly hot season to appear before a
local magistrate to seek permission not to appear in person for
subsequent court hearings. The proceedings lasted barely twenty
minutes. What followed was a sight to behold: the judge, now
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It is safer to sleep in the middle of
the road than on the pavement
these days.

bereft of his official apparel, and the complainant rushed to
Laxman outside the court to request him to pose for a
photograph with them!

It is in his pocket cartoons that Laxman kept a tab on the
concerns of average citizens which he depicted with an unerring
sense of topical relevance: corruption of politicians,
procrastination of babus, potted roads, water and electricity
shortages, traffic jams, life in slums, the conceits of sundry holy
men and women. These have lost none of their sting even today.
Laxman’s Common Man represented ‘civil society’ long before
the term gained currency - a ‘civil society’ that is bemused and
bewildered and often quite helpless in the face of everyday
problems that assail it from all sides.

The point to note is that unlike many of his peers in journalism
Laxman avoided the pit-falls of partisan politics and the dust and
grime of ideological battles. But none of this was tantamount to
an amoral stand. Quite to the contrary. His loathed humbug and
cant in public life. Consider the targets of his ire: self-styled holy
men, over-righteous politicians, those who wore patriotism on
their sleeve and those who resorted to moral policing to avenge
‘hurt sentiments.’ Yet one of his favourite past-times was to draw
Lord Ganesha. This, | suspect, had little or nothing to do with a
religious impulse. It had everything to do with the Lord’s
supremely contended demeanour.

Laxman was no unalloyed modernist either. Not for him the
enchantment of avant-garde art and literature. He would wrinkle
his nose at the sight of an abstract painting or sculpture. Nor had
he any patience for sweeping intellectual arguments. What
mattered to him was rugged commonsense - one that he sought
to expresswith abiding simplicity, directness and grace.

It is these very virtues that he celebratedin whatever tickled his
fancy including, above all,crows. He once asked me to hurry to
his room to witness a spectacle on the road beneath his office
window. Half-a-dozen crows stood in a queue at the edge of a
puddle. Each one entered it, flapped its wings in the water and
exited at the other end when the next one followed. With one
eye-brow arched, he then pointed to a bus-stop where the
passengers jostled for standing room. He didn’t utter a word. But
he said it all. Much like his Common Man did day after day for
five decades and more.

Courtsy:Outlook

= ALL THAT | SAID THEN wis,” POVERTY
Ly CAN'T BE REMOVED IN Six MONTHS
Zrs ~ ORONE YEAR OR TWO

"a%} J=7)) YEARE OR ..o .- . .
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NOT EVERY DAY YAAR!
ON\Y ON ™ME FTIFTEENTH
OF ANGULT L YENl
MY GRAMPS 1S A
FEENTY ool DUDE !

— ABAcALL

“You don’t need to tell me about the birds and the bees.
| downloaded it all from the Internet.”
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