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BÀf AaIY IZY d»fE ́ ffNXIYûÔ IYe ́ fid°fdIiY¹ffEa AüSX ÀfbÓffU Af¸fadÂfX°f WX`ÔÜ
W¸ffSXf ́ f°ff  WX`Ô :

208, Sahyog Apartment, Mayur Vihar-1, New Delhi-110091

Af´f  BÊ-¸fZ»f ·fe IYSX ÀfIY°fZ WX`Ô :
contact.teekhimirch@gmail.com

k°feJe d¸f¨fÊl IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f IYe AûSX ÀfZ Àf·fe Àf¶f ÀIiYfB¶fSXûÔ IYû ́ fdÂfXIYf WXSX ̧ ffWX IYe 
9 AüSX 10 °ffSXeJ IYû ¶fbIY´fûÀMX õfSXf ·fZþe þf°fe WX`Ü

A¦fSX dIYÀfe Àf¶fÀIiYfB¶fSX IYû OXfIY-dU·ff¦f IYe UþWX ÀfZ ¹fWX ́ fdÂfXIYf ³fWXeÔ d¸f»f ́ ff°fe WX` °fû CÀfIYe
dþ¸¸fZýfSXe k°feJe d¸f¨fÊl IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f IYe ³fWXeÔ WXû¦feÜ

k°feJe d¸f¨fÊl d¶f³ff ÀUfý
A²fcSXf

k°feJe d¸f¨fÊl IZY AaIY ÀfZ ̧ fb»ffIYf°f ³f WXû³ff J»f°ff  WX`Ü ¹fch °fû
¹fWX ́ fdÂfXIYf Àf¸f¹f ́ fSX d¸f»f þf°fe WX`Ü »fZdIY³f þ¶f IY·fe ³fWXeÔ

d¸f»f°fe WX` °fû ¶fZ¨f`³fe ¶fPÞX þf°fe WX`Ü ¢¹fûÔdIY k°feJe d¸f¨fÊl þ`Àfe ýZVf
¸fZÔ Vff¹fý WXe IYûBÊ ́ fdÂfXIYf WX`,þû Äff³fU²fÊIY IZY Àff±f ̧ f³fûSaXþIY

·fe WXû Ü Àfa´ffýIY ̧ fWXûý¹ff IYû  ¶fWXb°f-¶fWXb°f ²f³¹fUfý 
AVfûIY NXfIbYSX

¦fb÷Y¦fif¸f

WaXÀf³fZ
IYû ̧ fþ¶fcSX 

k°feJe d¸f¨fÊl IYf AaIY d¸f»ffÜ WXSX ¶ffSX IYe °fSXWX §fSX ̧ fZÔ Af°fZ WXe
LXe³ff-Óf´fMXe VfbøY WXû ¦f¹feÜ dIYÀfe °fSXWX IYfRYe ýZSX ¶ffý ̧ fZSXf ³fa¶fSX

Af¹ffÜ EIY ³fþSX OXf»f°fZ WXe ¶fÀf dRYSX  °fû WaXÀf³fZ IYf dÀf»fdÀf»ff VfbøY WXbAf
Àfû WXbAf Ü EIY ÀfZ ¶fPÞXIYSX EIY  Àff¸f¦fie ̈ ffWXZ UWX Àf¸´ffýIYe¹f WXû,

k¦»fû¶f»fUfgBÊÀfl WXû, ¹ff ½¹fa¦¹f ,Àf·fe »ffþUf¶fÜ  JfÀfIYSX kIaYMÑXûUÀfeÊZ
Àf¸¶fad²f°f IYfMÊXc³fûÔ ³fZ °fû ́ fZMX ́ fIYOÞIYSX WaXÀf³fZ IYû ̧ fþ¶fcSX IYSX dý¹ffÜ Af´f

WX¸fZÔ EmÀfe  WXe Àff¸f¦fie ýZIYSX WaXÀff°fZ SXWXZÔ 
AüSX WX¸ffSXf Äff³fU²fÊ³f IYSX°fZ SXWXZÔ,EmÀfe AfVff WX`Ü

Vffd»f³fe ̧ ff±fbSX 
³fBÊ dý»»fe 
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The views expressed here are solely those of the author and/or cartoonist in
his private capacity and do not in any way represent the views of 

Teekhi Mirch.-Editor

Àfa´ffQIYe¹f

AIYSX¸f SXÀf»ff³f ÀfedSX¹f³f IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX ±ff,dþÀf³fZ ÀfedSX¹ffBÊ ÀfSXIYfSX AüSX
´fiZÀfeOZXÔMX ¶fVfSX A»f-AÀfý IZY Jc³fe VffÀf³f IZY dJ»ffRY °fe³f Àfü ÀfZ ·fe
ª¹ffýf IYfMÊXc³f ¶f³ff¹fZXÜ 2 A¢MXc¶fSX 2012 ̧ fZÔ  CÀfZ VffÀf³f IZY dJ»ffRY BÀf
°fSXWX ¶fû»f³fZ IZY þb¸fÊ ̧ fZÔ d¦fSXµ°ffSX IYSX d»f¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ þZ»f ̧ fZÔ CÀfZ B°f³fe
¹ff°f³ff ýZ ¦f¹fe dIY UWX ÀfWX³f  ³fWXeÔ IYSX ́ ff¹ff AüSX 38 Àff»f IYe C¸fi ̧ fZÔ BÀf
¹fbUf IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX ³fZ AfdJSXIYfSX ý¸f °fûOÞ dý¹ff »fZdIY³f CÀfIYe ̧ fü°f IYe
J¶fSX IYû ÀfedSX¹ffBÊ ÀfSXIYfSX ³fZ ý¶ffIYSX SXJf dIYÀfe °fSXWX dÀf°f¸¶fSX 2015
¸fZÔ þfIYSX  SXÀf»ff³f IZY ́ fdSXUfSX Uf»fûÔ IYû ¹fWX J¶fSX d¸f»f ́ ff¹fe dIY SXÀf»ff³f
A¶f BÀf ýbd³f¹ff ̧ fZÔ ³fWXeÔ WX`Ü WXf»ffadIY BÀf ýýÊ³ffIY ̧ fü°f ÀfZ þbOXe AüSX °f¸ff¸f
¶ff°fZÔ A·fe ·fe SXWXÀ¹f IZY ́ fSXýZ ̧ fZÔ WXe LXb´fe WXbBÊ WX`ÔÜ ýbd³f¹ff IZY °f¸ff¸f
IYfMÊXcd³fÀMXûÔ ,»fZJIYûÔ AüSX SX¨f³ffIYfSXûÔ ³fZ BÀf þb»¸f IZY dJ»ffRY A´f³fe
AfUfþ CNXfBÊ AüSX Ad·f½¹fd¢°f dIY ÀU°faÂfX°ff IYû BÀf °fSXWX IbY¨f»f³fZ IYe
ÀfedSX¹ffBÊ VffÀf³f IYe BÀf IicYSX  IYUf¹fý IZY dJ»ffRY A´f³fZ-A´f³fZ °fSXeIZY ÀfZ
dUSXû²f ýþÊ dIY¹ffÜ
¶fû»f³fZ IYe Afþfýe ́ fSX þ¶f IYWXeÔ ·fe BÀf °fSXWX IZY WX¸f»fZ WXbE WX`Ô ¹ff dIYÀfe ·fe
°fSXWX IYe ²ffÍ¸fIY AÀfdWX¿¯fb°ff ³fZ ÀfSX CNXf¹ff WX`, ýbd³f¹ff ·fSX IYe »fZJIY
d¶fSXfýSXe AüSX SX¨f³ff²f¸feÊ »fû¦fûÔ ³fZ BÀfe °fSXWX EIYþbMX°ff dýJfBÊ WX`Ü ¹fWXe
UþWX  WX` dIY WXf»f WXe ̧ fZÔ ýfýSXe IYf¯OX IZY ¶ffý ́ fi²ff³f¸faÂfXe ³fSZXÔýi ̧ fûýe IYe
¨fb´´fe  IZY dUSXû²f ̧ fZÔ þ¶f ³ff¸fe VffdWX°¹fIYfSXûÔ ³fZ A´f³fZ-A´f³fZ ÀffdWX°¹f
AIYfý¸fe AUfOÊX »füMfX³fZ VfbøY dIY¹fZ  °fû þWXfh EIY U¦fÊ ³fZ BÀfZ ÀfSXIYfSX IZY
´fidØf dUýiûWX,ÀfSXIYfSX IYf A´f¸ff³f AüSX ýZVfýiûWX °fIY ¶f°ff³fZ IYe IYûdVfVf IYe
,UWXe ýZVf IZY EIY ¶fWXb°f ¶fOÞZ  °f¶fIZY IYf ½¹ff´fIY Àf¸f±fÊ³f BÀf °f±ffIYd±f°f
Afaýû»f³f IYû ¶fSXf¶fSX d¸f»f°ff SXWXfÜ dUä ·fSX ̧ fZÔ þ¶f IY·fe BÀf °fSXWX IYe
ý¸f³fIYfSXe §fMX³ffEh WXû°fe WX`Ô °fû Àf¶fÀfZ ́ fWX»fe AfUfþ B³WXe ÀffdWX°¹fIYfSXûÔ
,IY»ffIYfSXûÔ IYe  d¶fSXfýSXe ÀfZ WXe CNX°fe WX` ¢¹fcadIY ¹fZ Àf¸ffþ IZY »ffCOX À´feIYSX
WXû°fZ WX`Ô Ü B³f AfUfþûÔ IYû ý¶ff³fZ IYe dIY°f³fe ·fe IYûdVfVf IYe þf¹fZÜ »fZdIY³f
¹fZ IYûBÊ ³f IYûBÊ Àfa²f PXcaPX  WXe »fZ°fe WX`Ô AüSX B°f³fe ¶fb»faý WXû þf°fe WX`Ô dIY ÀfØff
IZY ³fVfZ ̧ fZÔ  ¶fWXSZX WXû ̈ fbIZY VffÀf³f °faÂfX IYû ³f ̈ ffWX°fZ WXbE ·fe B³WXZÔ Àfb³f³fZ IZY
d»fE ̧ fþ¶fcSX WXû³ff ́ fOÞ°ff WX`ÔÜ

Àfa´ffQIY
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6Cartoon Feature

¶fSXÀfû
SXf¸f 

²fOÞfIZY
ÀfZ !!

¶fSXÀfû
SXf¸f 

²fOÞfIZY
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·f`ÔÀf ́ fWXfOÞ IZY ³fe¨fZ !!

SXfþý Àfb´fie¸fû »ff»fc ́ fiÀffý ¹ffýU IYe ̧ fbÀfe¶f°fZÔ dý³f ¶f dý³f
¶fPÞX°fe þf SXWXe WX`ÔÜ ̈ ffSXf §fûMXf»fZ IYe °f»fUfSX °fû ÀfSX ́ fSX
»fMXIY WXe SXWXe WX`, A¶f ́ fiU°fÊ³f d³fýZVff»f¹f ³fZ »ff»fc ÀfdWX°f

´fcSZX ́ fdSXUfSX ́ fSX Af¹f ÀfZ Ad²fIY Àfa´fdØf AüSX ¶fZ³ff¸fe Àfa´fdØf SXJ³fZ IZY
AfSXû´f ̧ fZÔ A´f³ff dVfIaYþf IYÀf³ff VfbøY  IYSX dý¹ff WX`Ü SXWXe ÀfWXe
IYÀfSX ̧ fb£¹f¸faÂfXe d³f°feVf IbY¸ffSX ³fZ SXfþý IZY Àff±f ¦fNX¶fa²f³f °fûOÞ
IYSX CÀfZ ÀfSXIYfSX ÀfZ ¶ffWXSX IYf SXfÀ°ff dýJf IYSX ́ fcSXe IYSX ýeÜ WXf»ff°f
¹fWaXf °fIY JSXf¶f WXû ̈ fbIZY WX`Ô dIY EASX´fûMÊX ́ fSX Af¸f°füSX ́ fSX Àf·fe
dUdVfáX »fû¦fûÔ IYû d¸f»f³fZ Uf»fZ dUVfZ¿ffd²fIYfSXûÔ ÀfZ ·fe »ff»fc ¹ffýU
AüSX SXf¶fOÞe ýZUe IYû ̧ fWXøY¸f IYSX dý¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü §fûMXf»fûÔ ̧ fZÔ ¶fbSXe °fSXWX
RYaÀf ̈ fbIZY »ff»fc IYû A¶f ¢¹ff-¢¹ff dý³f ýZJ³fZ ́ fOÞZÔ¦fZ ¹fZ A·fe ·fdU¿¹f
IYe ¦f°fÊ ̧ fZÔ WX`Ü 

cartoon 
express

8cartoon express

Courtesy : Social Media
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Courtesy : Dainik Bhaskar

Courtesy :DB Post

Courtesy : Social Media

FEB 2018 TM_Layout 1  3/9/2018  3:15 PM  Page 9



10cartoon express

��

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy :DB Post

Courtesy :DB Post Courtesy : Dainik Bhaskar
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Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle Courtesy : BBC,Hindi
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dRYSX A¨LZX dý³f !!!!

³fûMX¶faýe IZY ¶ffý þeEÀfMXe »ff¦fc IYSXIZY
´fi²ff³f¸f³ÂfXe ³fSZX³ýi ̧ fûýe ³fZ þ°ff dý¹ff
dIY UZ dþ³f BSXfýûÔ IYû »fZIYSX BÀf IbYÀfeÊ

´fSX ¶f`NXZ ±fZ C³WXZÔ ́ fcSXf IYSX³fZ IZY d»fE dIYÀfe ·fe WXý °fIY
þf ÀfIY°fZ WX`ÔÜ ̧ f³f¸fûWX³f ÀfSXIYfSX ̧ fZÔ dþÀf IaYf¦fiZÀf ³fZ
Àf¶fÀfZ ́ fWX»fZ þeEÀfMXe »f¦ff³fZ IYf ́ fiÀ°ffU  ́ fZVf dIY¹ff
±ff UWXe þûSX VfûSX ÀfZ BÀfIYf dUSXû²f IYSX SXWXe WX`Ü
CÀfIYf IYWX³ff WX` dIY ¹fZ Uû þeEÀfMXe ³fWXeÔ WX` þû Uû
»ff¦fc IYSX³ff ̈ ffWX°fe ±feÜ WaXf»ffadIY °f¶f ·ffþ´ff IYf
IYWX³ff ±ff dIY þeEÀfMXe IYe UþWX ÀfZ LXûMZX ýbIYf³fýfSX
AüSX ½¹ff´ffdSX¹fûÔ IYf EIY ¶fOÞf °f¶fIYf ¶fSX¶ffý WXû þf¹fZ¦ff
»fZdIY³f Afþ Uû þeEÀfMXe IYf ¦fb¯f¦ff³f IYSX°fZ ³fWXeÔ
±fIY SXWXe WX` Ü Af³fZ Uf»fZ dý³fûÔ ̧ fZÔ BÀfIYf dIY°f³ff
RYf¹fýf ýZVf IYû d¸f»fZ¦ff A·fe IYWXf ³fWXeÔ þf ÀfIY°ff
´fSX dRY»fWXf»f ³fûMX¶faýe IZY ÓfMXIZY ÀfZ ²feSZX-²feSZX C¶fSX
SXWXf ¶ffþfSX ̈ ffSXûÔ Jf³fZ d¨fØf ́ fOÞf WXbAf WX`Ü ARYSXf-
°fRYSXe IYf ̧ ffWXü»f WX`Ü ³f Ad²fIYfSXe BÀfIZY ¶ffSZX ̧ fZÔ ́ fcSXe
°fSXWX Àf¸fÓff ́ ff SXWXZ WX`Ô AüSX ³f WXe ½¹ff´ffSXe BÀfIYe
þdMX»f°ffAûÔ IYû ́ fcSXe °fSXWX Àf¸fÓf ́ ff SXWXZ WX`ÔÜ 

Courtesy : Dainik Bhaskar

Courtesy : DB Post
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Courtesy : Dainik BhaskarCourtesy : Social Media

Courtesy :Surendra, The Hindu
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Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : DB Post

Courtesy :Shekhargurera.com
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Courtesy : DB Post

Courtesy : Dainik Bhaskar

Courtesy : sify.com Courtesy :Shekhargurera.com
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16Cartoon Express

Courtesy :Social Media
Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : The Hindu
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Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : Patrika

Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy :Shekhargurera.com
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Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : Sify.com Courtesy : BBC,Hindi
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Courtesy : Social Media Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : Social MediaCourtesy : BBC,Hindi
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Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : BBC,HindiCourtesy : Social Media
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d¦f³f°fe ̈ ff»fb AfWXZ !!

dIYÀff³fûÔ IYe Af°¸fWX°¹ffAûÔ IYf
dÀf»fdÀf»ff ÷YIY³fZ IYf ³ff¸f ³fWXeÔ »fZ
SXWXf WX`Ü ýZVf IZY A»f¦f-A»f¦f dWXÀÀfûÔ

ÀfZ SXûþf³ff dIYÀfe ³f dIYÀfe dIYÀff³f õfSXf Af°¸fWX°¹ff
IYSX³fZ IYe J¶fSX Af³ff Af¸f ¶ff°f WXû ̈ f»fe WX`Ü  °f¸ff¸f
SXfª¹f ÀfSXIYfSZXÔ ¹fWX dýJfUf þøYSX IYSX SXWXe WX`Ô dIY Uû
dIYÀff³fûÔ IZY dWX°f ̧ fZÔ IYûBÊ IYûSX-IYÀfSX ¶ffIYe ³fWXeÔ SXJ
SXWXe WX`Ô »fZdIY³f WXIYeIY°f ̧ fZÔ dIYÀff³fûÔ IZY WXf±f IbYLX
³fWXeÔ Af SXWXf WX` Ü IYþÊ IZY ¶fûÓf ÀfZ ́ fSZXVff³f C³WXZÔ ̧ fSX³fZ
IZY A»ffUf IYûBÊ SXfÀ°ff ÀfcÓf ³fWXeÔ SXWXf WX` Ü ·f¦fUf³f IZY
A»ffUf C³fIYe ̧ fbdVIY»fZÔ IYü³f IY¸f IYSZX¦ff BÀfIYf
Ba°fþfSX WX`Ü 

Courtesy : Dainik Bhaskar

Courtesy : TOI

Courtesy : Social Media
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Courtesy : DB Post
Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : BBC,HindiCourtesy : TOI
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Courtesy : DB Post

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi
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³ffgMX B³f ̧ ffBÊ ³fZ¸f !!

´fi ²ff³f¸faÂfXe ³fSZX³ýi ̧ fûýe A´f³fZ ·ff¿f¯fûÔ AüSX
¶ff°f¨fe°f ̧ fZÔ IYBÊ ¶ffSX ̈ fZ°ff ̈ fbIZY WX`Ô dIY ¦füSXÃff
IZY ³ff¸f ́ fSX dIYÀfe ·fe dIYÀ¸f IYe ÎWXÀff IY°fBÊ

¶fýfÊV°f ³fWXeÔ IYe þf¹fZ¦fe »fZdIY³f EmÀff »f¦f°ff WX` dIY
¦füSXÃfIYûÔ ³fZ BÀf ̈ fZ°ffU³fe IYûA³fÀfb³ff IYSX³fZ IYf
ÀfaIY»´f »fZ SXJf WX`Ü ¦ff¹fûÔ IYû B²fSX ÀfZ C²fSX »fZ þf°fZ
U¢°f ¦fü ́ fVfb´ff»fIYûÔ IZY Àff±f ̧ ffSX´feMX IYe B°f³fe
§fMX³ffEa WXû ̈ fbIYe WX`Ô dIY »fû¦f A¶f ¦ff¹f JSXeý³fZ -
¶fZ¨f³fZ ÀfZ WXe IY°fSXf³fZ »f¦fZ WX`Ô Ü ÀffSZX IYf¦fþf°f WXû³fZ IZY
¶ffUþcý B³f °f±ffIYd±f°f ¦fü SXÃfIYûÔ IZY WXf±fûÔ ¶f¨f ́ ff³ff
³ff¸fb¸fdIY³f WXû°ff WX`Ü dý³fûÔdý³f ¶fPÞX°fe þf SXWXe B³f
§fMX³ffAûÔ ÀfZ ¦fü¸ff°ff IYf dIY°f³ff ·f»ff WXû SXWXf WX` ¹fZ °fû
þ¦f þfdWXSX WXe WX` »fZdIY³f ýZVf IYf ¹fIYe³f³f ¶fWXb°f ¶fbSXf
WXû SXWXf WX`Ü 

Courtesy : Outlook
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Courtesy : BBC,Hindi Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : TOI

Courtesy : Surendra,The Hindu
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Courtesy : TOI

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi
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Courtesy : Social Media
Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : BBC,Hindi

Courtesy : Economic Times
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¨fe³f ·ffBÊ ³fWXeÔ WX` !

¨fe³fe ·f·fdIY¹fûÔ IYf ýüSX þfSXe WX`Ü WaXf»ffadIY
d´fLX»fe ÀfSXIYfSXûÔ IYe °fSXWX BÀf ¶ffSX ̧ fûýe
ÀfSXIYfSX ̈ fb´f ³fWXeÔ SXWXe AüSX ̈ fe³f IYe WXSX

²f¸fIYe IYf °fbIYeÊ ¶f °fbIYeÊ þUf¶f dý¹ff WX`Ü ýû³fûÔ ýZVfûÔ IZY
ÀfZ³ff IZY þUf³f ·f»fZ WXe Af´fÀf ̧ fZÔ ³f d·fOÞZ WXûÔ »fZdIY³f
ýû³fûÔ ýZVfûÔ IZY ̧ fedOX¹ff ̧ fZÔ þ¶ff³fe þa¦f SXûþ °fZþ WXû°fe
þf SXWXe WX` Ü ¹fZ þøYSX WX` dIY ́ ffdIYÀ°ff³f IYe °fSXWX WXe
¨fe³f IZY Àff±f WXû³fZ Uf»fZ ½¹ff´ffSX ́ fSX BÀf Àf¶fIYf IYûBÊ
AÀfSX ³fWXeÔ ́ fOÞ SXWXf WX` AüSX Uû ¶fýÀ°fcSX þûSXVfûSX ÀfZ
¨ff»fc  WX`Ü  

Courtesy : Social Media

Courtesy : TOI

Courtesy : TOI
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Courtesy : Deccan Chronicle

Courtesy : Social Media
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ýZU»fûIY
B³f 

30Vyangya
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ýZUSXfþ Baýi Afþ ¶fWXb°f ýbJe ±fZ, B°f³fZ ÀU¦fÊ ¸fZÔ A¨ff³fIY kk³ffSXf¹f¯f
³ffSXf¹f¯fll ÀUSX ¦fchþf........ Àff¸f³fZ ýZJf °fû ³ffSXý þe JOÞZ ±fZ,
.......³ffSXý þe Baýi IYû ýZJ°fZ WXe Àf¸fÓf ¦fE dIY Afþ IbYLX ÀfedSX¹fÀf

¸f`MXSX WX` Vff¹fý CUÊVfe AûSX ¸fZ³fIYf IYû IYûBÊ SXfÃfÀf d¸fÀf IYfg»f ̧ ffSX IYSX ́ fSZXVff³f
IYSX SXWXf WX`Ü 

ýZUÍ¿f IYû ýZJ B³ýi IYû ±fûOÞf ¨f`³f Af¹ff C³WXZÔ »f¦ff dIY C³fIYe Àf¸fÀ¹ff

IYf A¶f Àf¸ff²ff³f d¸f»f þfE¦ff..........
IYWXû ýZUSXfþ Afþ IYýfd¨f°f ¶fOÞZ ýbJe þf³f ´fOÞ°û WXû,³ffSXý

¶fû»fZ..........
B³ýi IYû þSXf Àff ÀfWXfSXf d¸f»ff °fû RcYMX ´fOÞZ .........ýZUÍ¿f, A¶f ¸f`

Af´fÀfZ ¢¹ff IYWchX, Af´f °fû °fe³fû »fûIY ¸fZÔ ·fi̧ f¯f IYSX°fZ Af¹fZ WX̀Ô, ¹fZ þ¸¶fcõe´f
õe´f ¸fZÔ ¶fOÞe Àf¸fÀ¹ff ¨f»f SXWXe WX` ´fi·fû,..........

ýZU»fûIY
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¢¹ff IYWX SXWXZ WXû ýZUSXfþ ,..........A´f³fZ ÀUSX IYû ²fe¸ff IYSX°fZ WXbE
ýZUÍ¿f ¶fû»fZZ ............AûSX þSXf ²feSZX ¶fû»fû A´f³fZ AfÀf´ffÀf ýZJ°fZ WXbE
¶fû»fû IYWXe ·f¢°fû IYû ´f°ff ¨f»f ¦f¹ff °fû ¶fOÞe ¸fbdVIY»f WXû þfE¦fe, .....

ýZUSXfþ B³ýi ¶fû»fZ ·f¢°fûÔ IYû, ·f¢°fûÔ IYû BÀf ¶ff°f ÀfZ ¢¹ff Àf¸fÀ¹ff WXû
ÀfIY°fe WX`............

°fb¸f ³fWXe Àf¸fÓfû¦fZ, ¨f»fû ¶f`IbaYNX »fûIY ¨f»f°fZ WX` UWXe dU¿¯fb þe ÀfZ
A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ¹ff IYWX°fZ WX` ³ffSXý ¶fû»fZ........

B°f³ff IYWX IYSX ýû³fûÔ ¶f`IbaYNX »fûIY IYe AûSX ´fiÀ±ff³f IYSX
¦fE..................

dU¿¯fb ·f¦fUf³f WX¸fZVff IYe °fSXWX ÃfeSXÀff¦fSX ¸fZÔ VfZ¿f³ff¦f ´fSX »fZMZX WXbE ±fZ
´fSX UWX ·fe ¶ffSX ¶ffSX IYSXUMZX ¶fý»f SXWXZ ±fZÜ 

k³ffSXf¹f¯f ³ffSXf¹f¯fl  ¢¹ff ¶ff°f WX` ´fi·fû ¢¹ff d¶fþ»fe dRYSX ¨f»fe ¦f¹fe
...........

AfAû ýZUÍ¿f........ dU¿¯fb ·f¦fUf³f RYeIYe Àfe ¸fbÀIYf³f d¶fJSX°fZ WXbE
¶fû»fZ ´fSX ̧ fbJ¸faOX»f ́ fSX dUUVf°ff Óf»fIY SXWXe ±fe ...¢¹ff IYWchX °fb̧ fÀfZ þ¶fÀfZ
¶f`IbY¯NX »fûIY IYû UeAfBÊ´fe IYe Àfc¨fe ÀfZ ¶ffWXSX IYSX dý¹ff WX` ¹fWX A¶f SXûþ
IYe ¶ff°f WXû ¦f¹fe WX`, ¸fZSXe LXûOÞû °fb¸f ¶f°ffAû Afþ B³ýi IZY Àff±f ¹fWaXf I`YÀfZ
Af¹fZ,

´fi·fû B³ýi þ¸¶fcõe´f IZY ·ffSX°f J¯OX ¸fZÔ ½¹ff´°f IbYLX Àf¸fÀ¹ff IYf dþIiY
IYSX SXWXZ ±fZ, ýZUÍ¿f ¶fû»fZ

B³ýi A²feSX WXûIYSX ¶fû»f ´fOÞZ ´fi·fû þ¸¶fcõe´f IZY ·ffSX°f J¯OX ¸fZÔ ¶fOÞe
dUIYMX dÀ±fd°f Af³f ´fOÞe WX`.........

¢¹ff WXû ¦f¹ff ýZUSXfþ, dU¿¯fb ¶fû»fZ
´fi·fû, A¶f Af´f ÀfZ ¢¹ff dLX´ff WX` WXbAf ¹fWX WX` dIY ·ffSX°f U¿fÊ ¸fZÔ BÀf

Àf¸f¹f SXfþ SXfþZäSX ³fSZX³ýi ¶ffWXb¶f»fe IYf VffÀf³f ¨f»f SXWXf WX`, C³WXûÔ³fZ ´fcSZX
þ¸¶fcõe´f ¸fZÔ EIY ³f¹ff IYSX kþeEÀfMXel »f¦ff dý¹ff WX`, ÀU¦fÊ ¸fZÔ Àf¶f ýZU°ff
¶fOÞZ ´fSZXVff³f WXû ¦fE WX`..........

¹fWX UWXe ³fSZXÔýi ¶ffWXb¶f»fe WX` dþ³WXûÔ³fZ IbYLX Àf¸f¹f ³fûMX¶f³ýe Uf»ff d³f¯fÊ¹f
d»f¹ff ±ff dU¿¯fb ¶fû»fZ...........

þe ·f¦fU³f, ³ffSXý ³fZ IYWXf..........

IbYLX Àf¸f¹f ´fcUÊ ¸fZSXe A²ffÊad¦f³fe »fÃ¸fe ·fe IYWX SXWXe ±fe dIY CÀfIZY
·f¢°fû IYû ¹fWX ³fSZX³ýi ¶ffWXb¶f»fe IZY BÀf ³fûMX¶f³ýe IZY d³f¯fÊ¹f ÀfZ  ¶fWXb°f
´fSZXVff³fe WXbBÊ WX` »fZdIY³f A¶f ¹fWX ³f¹ff IYSX ¢¹ff »f¦ff¹ff WX` ýZUSXfþ?

B³ýi ¶fû»fZ , ̧ fWXfSXfþ ýZdJ¹fZ .......¹fZ Àf¸f¹f Àf¸´fc¯fÊ þ¸¶fcõe´f ¸fZÔ ¶ffdSXVf
IYf WXû°ff WX`, WXSX ¶ffSX ¹fWX ½¹fUÀ±ff U÷Y¯fýZU Àf¸·ff»f°fZ WX`, BÀf ¶ffSX ·fe
¸f`Ô³fZ ´fWX»fZ WXe UIÊYAfgOÊXSX d³fIYf»f dý¹ff ±ff »fZdIY³f BÀf þeEÀfMXe ³ff¸fIY
IYSX IZY »f¦ff ýZ³fZ ÀfZ ¶fOÞe ¸fbdVIY»f WXû ¦f¹fe ´fi·fûÜ 

EmÀff ¢¹ff WXbAf ýZUSXfþ ?

þ`ÀfZ WXe U÷Y¯fýZU A´f³fZ ¶ffý»fû IYû »fZIYSX d³fIY»fZ C³fÀfZ ³fSZX³ýi ¶ffWXb¶f»fe
IZY A³fb¨fSXû ³fZ þeEÀfMXe ³f¸¶fSX ¸ffa¦f d»f¹ff ´fi·fû,.........¶fû»f³fZ »f¦fZ dIY
d¶f³ff þeEÀfMXe ³f¸¶fSX IZY IYûBÊ ·fe ¦fbOX IYe dOX»fZUSXe ³fWXe IYe þf ÀfIY°fe, 

U÷Y¯fýZU ³fZ C³fÀfZ IYWXf dIY ¹fWX °fû ½¹fUÀ±ff °fû Àf³ff°f³f WX` BÀf ¸fZÔ
I`YÀff þeEÀfMXe ³f¸¶fSX.............

A³fb¨fSX ¶fû»fZ dIY, Af´f IYü³f ?

U÷Y¯fýZU ¶fû»fZ..... dIY ·ffBÊ ¸f`Ô WXe °fû ¹fWX IYf¹fÊ Àfdý¹fû ÀfZ IYSX SXWXf WchX

A³fb¨fSX ¶fû»fZ AûWX °fû Af´f ÀfÍUÀf ´fiûUfBOXSX WXû °fû Af´f IYf ÀfÍUÀf
MX`¢Àf ³f¸¶fSX IYWXf WX` ?

U÷Y¯f ýZU °fû ¨fIYSXf ¦fE ´fi·fû, Uû ¶fû»fZ dIY ·ffBÊ IYfWXZ IYf ÀfÍUÀf
MX`¢Àf ³f¸¶fSX ......................°fû ³fSZXÔýi ¶ffWXb¶f»fe IZY A³fb¨fSX ³ffSXfþ WXû
¦fE ¶fû»fZ ¹fWX 70 Àff»fû IYe IYWXf³fe A¶f ³fWXe ¨f»fZ¦fe, °fb¸WXfSZX þ`ÀfZ »fû¦fû
IYe WXe UþWX ÀfZ BIY³ffg¸fe SXÀff°f»f ¸fZÔ þf SXWXe WX`, þ¶f °fIY þeEÀfMXe
³f¸¶fSX ³fWXe AfE¦ff B³f ¶ffý»fû IYe dOX»fZUSXe ³fWXe »fe þfE¦fe,
.............¢¹fûÔdIY BÀf ¸ff»f ´fSX B³f´fbMX IiZYdOXMX IYe ·fe ¦f¯f³ff ³fWXe IYe þf
ÀfIZY¦fe....

´fi·fb A¶f Af´f WXe IbYLX C´ff¹f d³fIYf»fû þ¸¶fcõe´f ¸fZÔ A¶f ¶ffdSXVf I`YÀfZ
WXû¦fe U`ÀfZ ¸f`Ô³fZ d¨fÂfX¦fb´°f IYû þeEÀfMXe ³fa¶fSX A´»ffBÊ IYSX³fZ IYf ¶fû»f dý¹ff
WX`, ¸f¦fSX B³f´fbMX IiZYdOXMX IYe ¦f¯f³ff IYe °fû UWX ·fe ³fWXe d³fIYf»f ´ff SXWXZ
WX`.....

IY÷Y¯ffd³fd²f ·f¦fUf³f dU¿¯fb ¶fû»fZ ýZJû BÀf ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ ¸f`Ô °fb¸WXfSXe ¸fýý
³fWXe IYSX ´ffCh¦ff °fb¸f ¶fi¸WX»fûIY þfIYSX ¶fi¸WXf þe ÀfZ d¸f»f »fûÜ 

B³ýi ³ffSXý IZY Àff±f ¶f¸WX»fûIY ¸fZ ¶fi¸WXf ÀfZ d¸f»fZ ............
¶fi¸WXf þe IbYLX ¶f³ff³fZ ¸fZÔ ½¹fÀ°f ±fZ, B³ýi ³fZ A´f³fe Àf¸fÀ¹ff ¶f°ff³fZ WXe

Uf»fZ ±fZ, IYe ³ffSXý þe ¶fû»f ´fOÞZ 
WXZ ´fSX¸fd´f°ff, Af´f ¹fWX ¢¹ff ¶f³ff SXWXZ WX` ?.........
¶fi¸WXf þe ³fZ IYWXf dIY, þ¸¶fcõe´f IZY ³fSZX³ýi ¶ffWXb¶f»fe IZY ¦fÈWX ´fiýZVf

¦fbþSXf°f ¸fZ ¨fb³ffU IYf Af¹fûþ³f WXû³fZ þf SXWXf WX` CÀfIYe IYNXûSX °f´fÀ¹ff ÀfZ
¸f` ´fiÀf³³f WXûIYSX CÀfIYe ¸f³f¨ffWXe BÊUeE¸f ¸fVfe³f ¶f³ff SXWXf WchX,IbYLX Àf¸f¹f
´fcUÊ ·fe d´fLX»fZ ¨fb³ffU ¸fZÔ ·fe  ¸f`Ô³fZ WXe CÀfIZY ¸f³f¨ffWXZ ´fdSX¯ff¸f d³fIYf»f³fZ
Uf»fe BÊUeE¸f ¸fVfe³f ¶f³ff IYSX ýe ±fe..............

WXf IYWXû B³ýi °fb¸f IbYLX IYWX³fZ Af¹fZ ±fZ......... ¶fi¸WXf þe ³fZ IYWXf
B³ýi AûSX ³ffSXý EIY ýcÀfSZX IYf ¸fbaWX ýZJ SXWXZ ±fZ................. �

d¦fSXeVf ̧ ff»fUe¹f
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First they came for the Jews
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for the Communists
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Communist.

Then they came for the trade unionists
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Catholics
And I did not speak out 
Because I was not a Catholic.

Then they came for me
And there was no use left 
To speak out for me  

- Pastor Martin Niemoeller
A victim of the Nazi ascendancy in 

Germany in the 1930s

Acartoonist however, speaks out for everybody.
But still, they go out for him on every possible
occasion. Nevertheless after everything, he sur-

vives - through his art of saying everything and reveal-
ing nothing. 

Cartoonists worldwide have organised themselves in
cooperative groups and constantly work towards 
ensuring a safer environment for their community.
Some of these groups are very well run even on a very
large scale. But the same is missing in India. This may
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either be because of lack of collaboration between
them, or awareness amidst the people about this skill.

There is a vital need for people in our country to get
themselves equipped with the knowledge of this art.
One way in which this may happen is if they get to
know about the significance of the suppression faced
by cartoonists in other countries. Since the basic
human nature makes them take the sufferer’s side, this
will significantly add to popular support for 
cartoonists.

A cartoonist’s scope ranges from a mere talk of the
town to a universal mishap. And astonishingly, he has
a humour for it all. But it just isn’t wit which he shows.
There is a deeper meaning to all his thoughts, which
everyone doesn’t appreciate. These undesirable 
elements have often resulted in unpleasant results for
our witty companions.

There is thus, a need to know how cartoonists have
faced suppression for their “social work”. This 
information also tells us how open is a particular 
society, democratic or otherwise.

In this freedom issue of Teekhi Mirch, we are starting
a series of incidents in which cartoonists were not so
free. We will cover major events from across the globe
in which a cartoonist’s freedom was suppressed and the
consequences he faced.

Most of the information of incidents worldwide has
been obtained from websites and articles that were sent
by Dr. Robert Russell, Executive Director, Cartoonists
Rights Network, International; Vladimir Kazanevsky,
Cartoonist, Ukraine; Alex Dimitrov, Cartoonist,

FREEDOM 
OF EXPRESSION FOR 
CARTOONISTS

by Poorva Jain

Global Voice

As India celebrates 71 years of freedom, we take you through how cartoonists across 
the globe have lost their freedom of expression over the decades
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Moldova; John A. Lent, Professor, School of   
Communication & Theatre, Temple 

UniversityPhiladelphia, U.S.A.; and by an interview
with Mr. Madhukar Upadhyay, a foremost researcher
on cartoons in India.

Incidents curbing freedom of expression for cartoonists
across the globe (countries in alphabetical order)

ALGERIA

CHAWKI AMARI WAS ARRESTED FOR MAKING FUN OF HIS
COUNTRY'S NATIONAL FLAG

In 1996, Chawki Amari, one of Algeria’s most famous
cartoonists was arrested from his home on July 4. He
used to contribute for La Tribune, a major French 
language newspaper. The reason for his arrest was a
cartoon in which he had scoffed at his country’s 
national flag.

In protest to his arrest, journalists wrote a letter to 
Algerian President Liamine Zeroual. He later received
a three-year suspended prison term on July 31, 1996.

Sid Ali Malouah, a cartoonist and comic artist, was
forced to go underground in 1995 because his work
seemed appalling to some Muslim fundamentalists.
There were several attempts on his life.

Guerrovi Brahimwas 40 years old when he was found
murdered near his home in Algeirs. He used to work

for the pro-government Algerian daily El Moudjahid.
He was kidnapped on 2 September 1995.

ARGENTINA

�Nik, less known as Cristian Dzwonik is a political
satirist. In early 1996, when he was in his mid-twenties,
he was kidnapped from outside his home, and was 

HECTOR OESTERHELD MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED
WITH HIS FAMILY IN 1976 AND NEVER RETURNED

asked to “stop messing around and behave himself ”.
He was then looted and left somewhere near the out
skirts of his city.

However, no such incident had happened to him 
before. He had never even received a threat. President
Carlos Menem, whose cartoons he regularly drew, often
mocking him, started asking for his originals too.

�Hector Oesterheld was not as lucky as Nik. In 1976,
he mysteriously disappeared. His daughters, 
grandchildren and son-in-laws were also among those
who vanished. This was the time of the military
government in Argentina.

Oesterheld had joined a military group called 
Montoneros. The reason for his 
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disappearance
may, therefore
not be because he
was a cartoonist,
but because he
was a member of
such a group.

In 1979, when an 
Italian journalist
tried to find what
happened to him,
he was told, “We
did away with
him because he
wrote the most

beautiful   
story of Ché 
Guevara ever

done.”
His disappear-
ance still remains
a mystery.

AUSTRALIA

Born in East Melbourne (Victoria, Australia) in 1945,
Michael Leunig, one of Australia’s most notable car-
toonists, faced suppression in 2002 when editors re-
fused to publish his cartoons.

But as they say, every publicity is good publicity, so
with these incidents, his cartoons gained more light.

BELARUS

Oleg Minich is a web based cartoonist and was ar-
rested because he drew cartoons on the President of
Belarus, Mr. Lukashenko, whom Washington has
branded Europe's last dictator.

KGB, the Belarusian security service, called himwith
his wife and confiscated their passports after the inci-
dent. Minich was shocked by the incident and said that
it clearly revealed that his country had no laws.
BOSNIA

CARTOONIST MIDHAT AJANOVIC BECAME A SOLDIER
AFTER A DOZEN WERE KILLED AT HIS CARTOON
EXHIBITION

The studio of Midhat Ajanovic, a well known 
cartoonist, was destroyed in the war-torn 
Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1992. However, he didn’t lose
courage and hope.

A few weeks later he organized a cartoon exhibition of
his works in Sarajevo. Suddenly, a Serbian shell hit the
building. More than a dozen guests were killed.

Midhat survived and fled with his family to Sweden.
He later returned to fight as a soldier in the 7th
Croatian/Bosnian Brigade defending Sarajevo.

CAMBODIA

In 1994, a law was passed in Cambodia that prohibited
the depiction of cartoon figures such as dog, sheep etc.,
to represent the members of its government. 

CAMEROON

“Gaby” Nyembused to draw cartoons that would often
mock the President of Cameroon. Once a “Goon
Squad” came searching for him. They knew nothing

34Global Voice
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ARGENTINA_HECTOR OESTERHELD
HECTOR'S DISAPPEARANCE STILL

REMAINS A MYSTERY

ARGENTINA_HECTOR OESTERHELD 
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about pen names and went away when Nyemb showed
them his official name badge with his real name on it.

COLOMBIA

Al Fin was a part-time cartoonist for the local 
newspapers in Colombia. He was forced to move out
of his country after his home was raked with machine
guns. The drug lords in his country had got annoyed
after his continuous mockery at them.

CHINA

In 1992, there was a major uproar in Xining, Qinghai
province, after the communist authorities perceived
the publication of a comic strip Swiftly Turning Mind
as an insult to Islam. It was originally published in 
Taiwan.

A strip in the book caused the outrage of tens of 
thousands of Muslims who in a massive street protest,
burned police cars and attacked government buildings. 

CROATIA

On March 29, 1996, the government in Croatia passed
a law in which it became a criminal offence to publish

or write a satire on
the President, the
Prime Minister,
the Speaker of the
Parliament, or the
Chief Magistrates
of the supreme and
c on s t i t u t i o n a l
courts.

On April 29, 1996,
an article pub-
lished in Feral
Tribune caused the
arrest of its editor-
in-chief. It was
blamed that the ar-
ticle defamed the
then President
Franjo Tudjman. A
cartoon accompa-
nied the article.

However, no charges were filed against the cartoonist.

DENMARK

In September 2005, Jyllands Posten, a Danish
newspaper published twelve satirical cartoons of
Prophet Mohammed. Soon there were protests by the
local Muslims who said that some of the cartoons 
represented Prophet Mohammed. It is prohibited by
Islam to symbolize the Prophet in any way.
A few radicals soon took up the issue and raised their
protests in the Arab world. The subject began to be

mentioned in talk shows, websites, and in Friday
prayers and spread like wildfire within three months.

Some Arab countries took official action. For example,
in January next year, Libya shut its embassy in 
Denmark in protest and Saudi Arabia recalled its 
ambassador. Iran's Foreign Ministry summoned the
Danish ambassador and demanded an apology. 
Interior ministers from Arab nations meeting in
Tunisia demanded that Denmark punish those 
responsible for the publication. 

In Pakistan, both houses of parliament passed
resolutions against the publication of the cartoons and
the Foreign Office summoned the envoys of France,
Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Holland, Hungary,
Norway and the Czech Republic, in addition to that
from Denmark, and lodged protests. The Arab League

35Global Voice

��

CROATIA'S FERAL TRIBUNE HAS AL-
WAYS CAUSED SOME OR THE
OTHER CONTROVERSY

THE JYLLANDS POSTEN CARTOONS CONTROVERSY
CAUSED WORLDWIDE UPROAR
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and the Organization of Islamic Conference said they
would ask the UN General Assembly to pass a 
resolution banning attacks on religious beliefs. 

The unofficial protests were more alarming. The 
Danish embassy in Beirut was set on fire. Indonesian
protestors charged their Danish embassy. Palestinian
demonstrators burnt flags not just of Denmark but its
Scandinavian neighbours, Norway and Sweden. They
shouted ‘Death to Denmark.’ A militant group in West
Asia is supposed to have issued a warning that all
Danes and Swedes should leave Gaza. 
With the growing effect, the editor of the Danish 
newspaper that first published the cartoons apologized
in January for offending Muslims, although it stuck to
its stand that printing the political cartoons was a
journalistic right in a democracy.

On 1 February 2006, some French, Italian, Spanish and
German newspapers republished the cartoons as their
demonstration of their fight to free expression.

EGYPT

In May 1995, the Egyptian government passed a law,
which restrained the criticism of public officials. 
Disrespect for them could result in prison and fine.

Critics of government
officials, such as
columnists and car-
toonists, could be re-
quired to prove the
accuracy of their ac-
count in court. 

Cartoonist Essam
Hanafy once drew car-
toons of the Minister
of Agriculture and had
to spend an year in jail
for the offence. Essam
was finally released
under an annual
amnesty granted to

journalists. 

ENGLAND

NAJI AL-ALI WAS MURDERED IN BROAD DAYLIGHT IN 
LONDON

�
Naji Salim al-Ali was one of the best-known 
Palestinian cartoonists. He drew satirical cartoons on
Palestinian and Arab leaders, which became the cause
of his death. 

He was murdered on a London street in broad 

ESSAMHANAFY HAD TO SPEND A YEAR IN JAIL FOR DRAW-
ING CARTOONS ON AN EGYPTIAN MINISTER

EGYPT_ESSAM_HANAFY_
FARMER
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daylight. An unknown
youth opened fire on
him on 22 July 1987.
After remaining  
unconscious for
seven days, he 
succumbed to his
injuries on 29 July
1987. He was hit
on his right
temple. After

shooting Al-ali,
the youth walked

back to his
car and was

never caught.

Two assump-
tions regarding his death have been put forward; one
of his cartoons on Yasser Arafat’s mistresses might have
angered Arafat and he ordered Naji’s assassination, or
Mossad, the Israeli secret service, arranged his liquida-
tion as he drew many effective anti-Israelcartoons.

Al-ali received around 100 death threats before he was

murdered. He even drew a caricature of Handala, his
most famous creation, as shot and fallen. Handala has
now become a symbol of Palestinian defiance.

GREECE

�Austrian cartoonist Gerhard Haderer was given a six-
month jail term for portraying Jesus Christ as pot-
smoking hippy.  However, the sentence can only come
into effect if Haderer travels to Greece.

(In the next edition of Teekhi Mirch, we will focus on
the freedom of expression for cartoonists in our own
country. Do watch this space for more next month.)

NAJI'SHANDALA HAS BECOME A SYMBOL OF PALESTINIAN DEFIANCE

NAJI WORKED CEASELESSLY FOR THE
CAUSE OF PALESTINE
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Àff ¸f³f Z ¶f `N Xe ¸f ZS X e ´f°³fe ¸f ZS Z X CØfS X IYe ´f i°feÃff IYS X S XW Xe WX `
AüS X ¸f ` O XS X ´ f ûIY Àff B²fS X C²fS X dLX´f³f Z I Z Y d»fE IYûB Ê
þ¦fWX °f»ffVf SXW Xf Wc h XÜ ÀfWXe ³f a¶fS X IZY ¨fV¸f Z Ô Àf Z ·fe ´fWX»fe

¶ffS X ¸f bÓf Z  ²f b h ² f»ff ³fþS X Af S XW X f W X ` Ü ¨fV¸ff W X e ¢¹fû Ô , Vff¹fý ¸f ZS Z X
´ f ZÀf¸f ZIYS X ³f Z ·fe IYf¸f IYS X³ff ¶f aý IYS X dý¹ff WX `Ü OXf g¢MXS X ³f Z °fû IYWXf
±ff dIY A·fe IbYLX Àff»f AfÀff³fe Àf Z ¨f»f þfE¦ff ´fS X þ¶f §fS X ¸f Z Ô ¦f býf Ê
RYfOÞ³f Z Uf»ff ¹f aÂf X ¸füþcý WXû °fû ·f»ff ¶ffW XS X e C´fIYS X¯f ·fe Af´fIYe
dIY°f³fe ÀfWXf¹f°ff IYS X ÀfIY°f Z W X `Ü A¶f ¸f ZS X e ´f°³fe A´f³ff ´f»»f c IYS Xe¶f
´f `°ff»feÀf B a¨f IYe IY¸fS X ¸f Z Ô ¶fOÞe þïûþWXý IZY ¶ffý NX c hÀfIYS X ¶f `N X ¦fB Ê
W X ` AüSX ¸f ZS X e S Xf¹f IYe ´f i°feÃff IYS X S XW Xe WX `Ü

´fS X Vf¶ý WX ` dIY ¸f bÓf Z °¹ff¦fIYS X ¶f iW X Ð ¸ff¯OX ¸f Z Ô dU»fe³f W Xû ¦fE WX ` ,
»ffJ IYûdVfVfû Ô IZY ¶ffý ·fe þ`Àf Z ¸f b hW X Àf Z WXUf WXe d³fIY»f SXWXe WX `Ü dIYÀfe
·fe ·ff¿ff IZY Vf¶ý ¸f ZS Z X ¸f b hW X Àf Z R cYM X W Xe ³fW Xe Ô S XW X Z W X `Ü MX cM X e §fdOÞ¹ff h,
°fe³f MXf h¦fû Ô ´fS X W XUf IZY Àff±f »fWXS X f°fe IbYÍÀf¹ff h AüSX d¨fMXI ZY WX bE IYf h¨f
I ZY d¦f»ffÀf ¸f ZS X e Af hJû Ô I ZY Àff¸f³f Z ³ff¨f S XW X Z W X ` ÔÜ ¸f b hW X Jû»f³f Z Àf Z ´fW X»f Z
W XþfS X ¶ffS X Àfû¨f³ff ´fOX Þ S XW X f W X ` dIY A´f³fe ¶ff°f IYû dIYÀf °fS XW X Àf Z
½¹f¢°f IYøY hÜ A¦fSX ¸f ` Ô ³f Z B°f³fe ¦f a·feS X°ff Àf Z IY·fe A´f³f Z MXe¨fS X IYe ¶ff°f
IYû d»f¹ff W X û°ff °fû Afþ IbYLX ·fe W X û°ff ´fS X Ófû»ffLXf´f »f ZJIY °fû
IY°fB Ê ³ff WXû°ffÜ »f ZJIY WXû³f Z I ZY ¶ffý ·fe ÀffS Z X AÃfS X Afþ ¸f ZS X f Àff±f
LXûOX ÞIYS X ý bV¸f³f JZ¸f Z ¸f Z Ô ¨f»f Z ¦fE WX ` ÔÜ WXû ÔN Xû Ô IYû ·fS X´f cS X IYûdVfVf IZY
¶ffý IYf³fû Ô °fIY JeÔ¨f³f Z I ZY ¨f¢IYS X ¸f Z Ô ¨f ZW XS Z X ´fS X ¸f bÀIYf³f °fû dýJ WXe
S XW Xe WX `Ü
´f°³fe dRYS X A´f³fe ¸f²f bS X AfUfþ ¸f Z Ô ¶fû»fe-llA·fe °fIY Af´f³f Z ¸f ZS X e
lld¶f³ff ¸f ZIYA´f Uf»fe Àf Z»RYell  IZY ¶ffS Z X ¸f Z Ô I bYLX ³fW Xe Ô ¶f°ff¹ffÜ

¸f ZS X f dý»f þ`Àf Z ¶f `N X ¦f¹ffÜ
²fOX ÞIY³f B°f³fe °f Zþ WXû ¦fB Ê þ`Àf Z A¨ff³fIY ´f i Z d¸fIYf IYf ÀfS X´f i fBþ

Jbý IYe ´f°³fe d³fIY»f AfEÜ
¸f `³f Z IYWXf-llÀf b³fû...ll
UWX Àf b³fû Vf¶ý Àf Z WXe EmÀf Z JbVf WXû ¦fB Ê ¸ff³fû Ô ¸f ` Ô³f Z CÀf ´fS X Àfü Ôý¹f ÊVf-

fÀÂf X UÍ¯f°f IYS X dý¹ff W X ûÜ ´fW X»fe ¶ffS X ¸f ZS Z X  IYf³fû Ô ¸f Z Ô  J³fIY°fe Àfe
AfUfþ AfBÊ-ll þe..ll

¸f `³f Z W Xf±fû Ô Àf Z ¨f ZW XS X f ´fû ÔLX°f Z W X bE ´f cLXf -ll ÷Y¸ff»f WX `?ll
ll¨f´´f»f ¨ffdW XE?ll UWX ýWXfOX Þ e 
llWXf h ... þû þûOX Þ e ¸f Z Ô ³ff WXû UWX »ffIYS X ý Z ýûÜll 
AfhJû Ô Àf Z W Xe CÀf³f Z ¸f ZS X f Af²ff Jc³f ¨f cÀf d»f¹ff AüSX ¦fS Xþ°f Z W X bE

´f cLXf -ll»f ZJIY IYe ´f iþfd°f, IY·fe Af¸f Afý¸fe IYe ¶fû»f¨ff»f ¸f Z Ô ·fe
¶ff°f IYS X d»f¹ff IYS XûÜll

kk¸f ZS X f ¸f°f»f¶f WX ` dIY UWX ¨f´´f»f Z Ô þû IYB Ê ¶ffS X °f b¸f³f Z ¸f bÓf Z R Z Ô YIY
IYS X ¸ffS Xe WX ` Ô AüSX þ¶f ·fe °f b¸W XfS X f d³fVff³ff ¦f»f°fe Àf Z LX cM X ¦f¹ff AüSX
UWX ³fe¨f Z Uf»fû Ô I ZY Af h¦f³f ¸f Z Ô d¦fS X e AüSX C³f »fû¦fû IYf IbYØff C³WX Z Ô
ý¶ffIYS X ý cS X IYWXe Ô »f Z ¦f¹ff, UWX ÀffS Xe EIY -EIY ¨f´´f»f ´fOX Þ e W X bB Ê W X `,
UWX °f b¸f ¸f bÓf Z »ffIYS X ý Z ÀfIY°fe WXûÜll 

´f°³fe ¸f bÓf ´fS X ¶fS XÀf³f Z W Xe Uf»fe ±fe dIY A¨ff³fIY CÀfIYe ¹ffýýfV°f
IYe §f a dM X¹ff h ¶fþ CNXe AüS X UWX ¶fû»fe-llþ»ýe Àf Z ¶f°ffBE ³ff ¸f ZS X e
Àf Z»RYe IZY ¶ffS Z X ¸f Z Ô ...ll

llWX Z B ÊäSX, A¦fSX BÀf AüSX°f ³f Z B°f³fe ´f iJSX ¶f b dð IZY Àff±f, IYf g»f Zþ
IZY Àf¸f¹f ´fPÞ X fB Ê IYe WXû°fe °fû ¸f bÓf Z BÀfIYû þZ¶f J¨f Ê I ZY ¨f¢IYS X ¸f Z Ô
M X Ð¹f cVf³f ´fPÞ X f³f Z ³ff þf³ff ´fOÞ°ff AüSX Afþ ¸f ZS X e ¹fW X ý b¦f Ê°f ³ff WXû S XW Xe
W Xû°feÜll 

¸f `³f Z ±f cIY d³f¦f»f°f Z W X bE IYWXf-llAûWX, °f b¸W XfS Z X þ`Àff Àf¨¨ff, d³f¸f Ê»f,
·fû»ff AüSX ÀfS X»f ½¹fd¢°f°U ·f»ff BÀf LXûMXe Àfe RYûMXû ¸f Z Ô I `YÀf Z Àf¸ff

´ff¹f Z¦ffÜll
´f°³fe ¸f bÓf Z EIYMXIY °ffIY°fe S XW Xe ¸ff³fû Ô IY¨¨ff WXe ¨f¶ff þfE¦feÜ

¶feÀf Àff»fû Ô ¸f Z Ô ¹fW X ¨ffS X Vf¶ý ¸f ` Ô ³f Z CÀfIZY ¶ffS Z X ¸f Z Ô Vff¹fý IY·fe Àfû¨f Z
·fe ³fW X e Ô ±f Z , Àf b ³ f³ff °fû ¶fW X b ° f ý cS X IYe ¶ff°f ±feÜ BÀfd»fE UWX ¸f bÓf Z
·fü Ô¨f¢IYe W X ûIYS X §f cS X S XW X e ±feÜ ¸f ` Af¦f Z ¶fû»ff, °f b ¸W X fS X e Àf cS X ° f IYû
ý ZJIYSX ¢¹ff °f b¸W X Z Ô IY·fe ·fe EmÀff »f¦ff dIY °f b¸W X Z Ô Àfþ³f Z Àf hUSX³f Z IYe
þøYS X°f WX `Ü °f b¸W XfS X e °fû Àffý¦fe ¸f Z Ô ·fe EIY EmÀfe Aýf WX ` þû Àff¸f³f Z
Uf»f Z IYû »fWX c»f bW X f³f IYS X ý ZÜll
´f°³fe þû A·fe °fIY ¸f bÀI bYS X f S XW Xe ±fe, A¨ff³fIY AfIiYf¸fIY WXû CNXe
AüSX CÀf³f Z IYf h¨f IYf d¦f»ffÀf CNXf d»f¹ffÜ

¸f `³f Z °f bS X h °f A´f³f Z ýû³fû Ô W Xf±f dÀfS X ´fS X S XJ d»fE AüSX §f bM X³f Z ¸fûOÞ
IYS X ¶f `N X ¦f¹ffÜ UWX ¨feJe-ll¢¹ff ´ff¦f»f´f³f IYS X S XW X Z W X `? ´ff³fe ´fe S XW Xe Ô
W c h X ¸f `Üll 

AüSX ¹fW X IYWX°f Z W X bE UWX ´ff³fe IYf §f c hM X ·fS X°f Z W X bE d¶fÀ°fS X ´fS X W Xe
´fÀfS X IYS X ¶fû»fe-llAf´f Vff¹fý WX `S X f³f IYWX³ff ¨ffW X S XW X Z ±f ZÜ ll

llWXf h ...W Xf h ..°f b¸W XfS X e Aýf EmÀfe WX ` dIY Àff¸f³f Z Uf»f Z IYû WX `S X f³f IYS X
ý ZÜ A¶f ¸f bÓf Z ´f cS X e °fS XW X Àf Z Àf¸fÓf ¸f Z Ô Af ¦f¹ff ±ff dIY Afþ ¨ffWX Z Jf³ff

d¶f³ff ¸fZIYA´f
Uf»fe

ÀfZ»RYe
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¶f³f Z ¹ff ³ff ¶f³f Z ´fS X RYûMXû IZY ¶ffS Z X ¸f Z Ô d¶f³ff IYWX Z ¸f ZS X e þf³f IYû ¨f `³f
³fW Xe Ô W X `Ü Aþe¶f ¶¹ff»ff WX ` ¹fW X AüSX°f ·fe ..¸f `³f Z ·f b³f·f b³ff°f Z W X bE IYWXfÜ

´fS X UfWX S Z X IYf³f..CÀf³f Z ¹fWX ·fe Àf b³f d»f¹ff AüSX ¶fû»fe-llA¶f þ»ýe
Àf Z ¶f°ff S XW X Z W Xû ¹ff...

¶fÀf BÀfe ¹ff.. IZY ¶ffý IZY IYûB Ê Vf¶ý ³fWXe Ô  WXû³f Z Àf Z ¸f ZS X e øYWX IYf h ´f
þf°fe WX `Ü

ll¸f `³f Z ²feS Z X Àf Z IYWXf-ll°fû °f b¸f ¢¹ff A·fe WXe Àf b³f³ff ¨ffW X°fe WXû?ll
¶ff»fû Ô IYe »fM X IYû ¶fO Þ e Aýf Àf Z §f b ¸ f f°f Z  W X bE UWX ¶fû»fe-

lld¶f»fIbY»f..þ»ýe ¶f°ffAûÜll
¸f ZS Xf ¸f³f WX bAf dIY ¸f ` A´f³f Z dÀfS X IZY ¶ff»f ³fû Ô¨f »f c h ¹ff dIYÀfe ´f°±fS X

´fS X A´f³fe Jû´fOÞe ´fMXIY ýc hÜ B°f³fe ¶fýÀf cS X°f RYûMXû ¸f ZS Z X Àff¸f³f Z ´fOX Þ e
W X bB Ê ±feÜ ASZ X, NXeIY WX ` A¦fS X ·f¦fUf³f ³f Z ¨f ZW XS Z X ¸f Z Ô IYûB Ê Âf b dM X IYS X ýe
WX ` °fû CÀf Z S a X ¦f-S Xû¦f³f IYS XI ZY NXeIY IYS X³f Z ¸f Z Ô IYûB Ê ¶f bS X fB Ê ³fW Xe Ô W X ` AüSX
A¦fS X ¨f ZW XS Z X ´fS X ¸f ZIYA´f ³fW Xe Ô IYS X³ff WX ` °fû IY¸f Àf Z IY¸f þb¶ff³f ´fS X W Xe
OZ X Ô ÎM X¦f ´f Z Ô ÎM X¦f IYS X »fûÜ

¹fW Xf h °fû OXS X I ZY ¸ffS Z X Vf¶ý WXe ·ff¦f Z þf S XW X Z W X `Ü Àf¸fÓf WXe ³fW Xe Ô Af
SXW Xf WX ` dIY ¢¹ff ¶fû»f c h  AüSX ¢¹ff ³ff ¶fû»f c hÜ ª¹ffýf Àf¨¨ffB Ê dýJf³f Z I ZY
¨f¢IYS X ¸f Z Ô  RYûM X û IYû Ah²f ZS Z X  ¸f Z Ô  þfIYS X Je Ô¨f³f Z IYe ´f°ff ³fW X e Ô ¢¹ff
þøYS X°f ±feÜ UWX ·fe ÀffS Z X ýf h°f RYfOÞIYS X W h XÀf°f Z W X bEÜ CÀfIYû ·fe ³ff
þf³f Z dIYÀf dWXÀff¶f Àf Z ¶f i fBMX IYS X dý¹ff dIY ¨f ZW XS Z X ´fS X °fû ¸ff¸f c»fe AÀfSX
W X bAf ´fS X ¨f¸fIY°f Z W X bE ýf h°f »ff»f ý a°f ¸f aþ³f IYf dUÄff´f³f ý Z°f Z W X bE
³fþSX Af SXW X Z W X `Ü A¶f ¢¹ff IYWc h X AüSX ¢¹ff dLX´ffDY a...W X Z ·f¦fUf³f dIYÀf
¸f b dVIY»f ¸f Z Ô OXf»f dý¹ff WX ` °f b¸f³f Z ¸f bÓf ZÜ

¸f ` Ô ³f Z RYûMXû IYf dUV»f Z¿f¯f IYS X³f Z I ZY ¶ffý ´f°³fe IYe AfhJû Ô ¸f Z Ô Óff hIYf
þû ¸f bÓf Z EIYMXIY ýZJ SXW Xe ±feÜ

¸f ` Ô³f Z IYWXf-kkþWXf h °fIY ¸f bÓf Z ¹ffý ´fOÞ°ff WX `, ¸f ZS Xe IYBÊ ´f bV°fû Ô ¸f Z Ô IY·fe

dIYÀfe ³f Z Óf cN X ³fW Xe Ô ¶fû»ffÜll
´f°³fe  d°fS XLXe ³fþSX Àf Z ý ZJ°fe W X bB Ê ¶fû»fe-llWXf h W X f h ..UWX °fû ¸f `

d ´ fL X»f Z ¶feÀf Àff»f Àf Z ý ZJ W X e S XW X e Ô  W c h X Ü ´fS X A·fe Af´f Àf¨f W X e
¶fûd»f¹f ZÜll

kk´fS X °f b¸f °fû þf³f°fe WXe WXû dIY Àf¨f ¶fWX b°f IYOX ÞUf WXû°ff WX `Üll
kkWXf h .. ¸f ` Ô Àf b³f »f c a ¦feÜll
kkNXeIY WX ` , ´fS X EIY d¸f³fM X ÷YIYûÜ ¸f ` þSXf IY¸fS Z X I Z Y AaýS X ¨f»ff

þfDY aÜll
kk¢¹fû Ô...ll
kkEmÀf Z W X e ¸f ZS X f ¸f³f IYS X S XW X f W X `Ü ª¹ffýf Àf¨¨ffB Ê ¸f bÓfÀf Z ¶fýf ÊV°f

³fW Xe Ô W Xû ´ff S XW Xe WX `Üll
kkA¨LXf NXeIY WX `, Af´f IY¸fS Z X I ZY AaýSX Àf Z W Xe ¶fûd»fEÜll
kk¸f ` Ô ¸fû¶ffB»f CNXfIYS X IY¸fS Z X I ZY AaýSX ·ff¦ff AüSX ÓfMX Àf Z I b a YOXe

»f¦ff »feÜAaýSX þfIYS X ¸f `³f Z ´f°³fe  IYe Àf Z»RYe IYû ·fS X´f cS X ³fþSXû Ô Àf Z
ýZJf AüSX IYWXf-ll¸f ` IbYýSX°f IZY R`YÀf»fû Ô ¸f Z Ô ýJ»f Aaýfþe ³fWXe Ô IYSX°ffÜ
°f b¸ f ¸f ZS X e ³fþSX ¸f Z Ô  BÀfd»fE Jc¶fÀf cS X ° f W X û ¢¹fû Ô dIY °f b¸ f ¸f ZS X e þeU³f
Àf a d¦f³fe WXûÜ ¸f ZS Z X ¶f¨¨fû Ô IYe ¸ff h  WXû AüSX ¸f ` °f b¸fÀf Z Àf¨¨ff ´¹ffS X IYS X°ff
W c h X Ü þWXf h °fIY RYûMXû IYe Àf¨¨ffB Ê IYe ¶ff°f WX ` °fû °f b¸W XfS Z X ýf h°f JSX¦fûVf
þ`Àf Z W X ` þû Wh XÀf°f Z Àf¸f¹f d»fªþ°f ´ff´fOX Þ IYf dUÄff´f³f ýZ°f Z ³fþSX Af°f Z
W X ` AüSX ¹fW X þû °f b¸f ´f hý iW X Àff»fû Ô Àf Z »f¦ff°ffS X OXfB Ê IYS X S XW Xe WXû AüSX
Afþ °f b¸f³f Z A¨ff³fIY d¶f³ff OXfB Ê dIY¹f Z W X bE RYûMXû OXf»f Z W X ` Ô °fû EmÀff
»f¦f S XW Xf WX ` ¸ff³fû Ô IYf»f Z ¸f Z§fû Ô I ZY ¶fe¨f S XW X S XW XIYS X ¨f¸f¨f¸ff°fe d¶fþ»fe
IYOÞIY S XW Xe WX `Ü

¶ffW XS X Àf Z þ¶f IYûB Ê AfUfþ ³fWXe Ô AfBÊ °fû ¸f ` Ô ³f Z ²fOX ÞIY°f Z W X bE dý»f
Àf Z I b a YOXe IYe °fS XRY ýZJfÜ  

Ib a YOXe NXeIY Àf Z ¶f aý ±feÜ
¸f ` Ô ³f Z AaýSX Àf Z W Xe ´f cLXf-ll °f b¸f Àf b³f S XW Xe WXû ³ffÜll
¸f ZS X e ´f°³fe dþÀf³f Z IY·fe ¸f `ýf³f LXûOX Þ IYS X þf³ff ÀfeJf WXe ³fW Xe Ô ±ff,

¶fû»fe-kkÀf¶f Àf b³f S XW Xe W c h X ..±fûOÞf AüSX ¶f°ffB¹f ZÜll 
AfUfþ ¸f Z Ô ¦f a·feS X°ff IYf ´f bM X ±ff ´fS X ¸f ZS Z X d´fM X³f Z I ZY AfÀffS X ³fW Xe Ô ±f Z

BÀfd»fE ¸f ZS X e dW X¸¸f°f ¶fPÞ X e AüSX ¸f ` ¶fû»ff-kk°f b¸W XfS X e Af hJû Ô I ZY ³fe¨f Z
IYf»f Z §f ZS Z X W X ` Ô dþ³f ´fS X A¦fS X °f b¸f JeSXf S XJû °fû §f ZS Z X d¸fMX þfEh¦f ZÜ
¨f ZW XS Z X ´fS X W X»ýe AüSX VfWXý »f¦ff³f Z Àf Z ±fûOÞe »f b³ffB Ê ·fe Af þf¹f Z¦fe
AüSX ¹fW X þû °f b¸f³f Z ¸f b hW X I ZY DY´fS X ´ff a¨f A»f¦f A»f¦f °fS XW X IYe ³f Z»f
´ff g d»fVf »f¦ffIYS X C h¦fd»f¹ff h S XJe WX bB Ê W X ` UWX ¸f bÓf Z B aý i²f³f b ¿f IYe ¹ffý
dý»ff S XW Xe W X `Ü AüSX A¦fS X °f b¸f S Xûþf³ff ¨ffS X dIY»fû¸feMXS X MXW X»fû °fû
°f b¸W XfS X f IY¸fS Xf ¸f ZS X f ¸f°f»f¶f WX ` IY¸fS X ....ll

¶ff°f ´f cS X e W Xû³f Z Àf Z ´fW X»fe WXe ´f°³fe ýWXfOÞe -ll¨f ZW XS Z X IYe Àf Z»RYe ¸f Z Ô
°f b¸W X Z Ô IY¸fS X IYWXf h Àf Z dýJ SXW Xe WX `Üll

AüS X BÀfI Z Y Àff±f W Xe ýS XUfþZ ´fS X CÀfI Z Y ¸fþ¶f c°f W X f±fû Ô IYe ±ff´f
Àf b³ffB Ê ýe

¸f ` °f bS X h °f ´f»f a¦f IZY AaýSX §f bÀf ¦f¹ffÜ
ýSXUfþf Jû»fû....
³fW Xe Ô ..IY·fe ³fW Xe Ô ....
ASZ X, Jû»fû °fû ...¸f bÓf Z ¸fû¶ffB»f ¨ffdW XEÜ
¹fWX Àf b³fIYS X ¸f ` ´f»f a¦f IZY AaýSX Àf Z d³fIY»ff AüSX ¸f `³f Z ²feS Z X Àf Z ´f cLXf,

¢¹fû Ô ¨ffdW XE ¸fû¶ffB»fÜ
¸f ZIYA´f IYS XI ZY Àf Z»RYe »f Z³fe WX ` ..¶ffW XS X Àf Z ´f°³fe IZY dJ»fdJ»ff³f Z

IYe AfUfþ AfBÊÜ
AüSX ¸f `³f Z Ib a YOXe Jû»fIYSX A´f³ff WXf±f ýSXUfþZ IZY ¶ffWXS X ¶fPÞ X f dý¹ffÜ

OXfg. ̧ faþSXe  Vfb¢»ff

39Vyangya
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For more than 50 years, a
man had silently voiced
the opinion of India. He

would peep in from the front
page of the newspaper every
morning, and would leave us
with a smile on our faces. He
was the great cartoonist RK
Laxman’s Common Man.

Rasipuram Krishnaswami 
Laxman was one of the most
well-known Indian cartoonists,
and will always remain. If we
are to ask any common Indian
the name of one Indian 
cartoonist, he would 
undoubtedly say, Laxman. 

Born in 1921 in the 
then-Mysore state, Laxman started his cartooning journey at
almost the same time when India got independence. 

Laxman’s fascination with drawing began at a very early
age while he was in school. Even before he could read, he
would just sit gazing at the illustrations in newspapers and
magazines such as The Strand Magazine, Punch, Bystander,
Wide World and Tit-Bits.

Another major influence on the little Laxman was the work of the
world-renowned British cartoonist, Sir David Low whose cartoons
would often appear in The Hindu. He misread Low’s signature as
‘cow’ for a long time! 

Laxman would sit sketching in his classroom too. Once he drew a
doodle of his teacher looking like a tiger cub, which, of course, sent
the entire classroom into a tizzy.

After high school, Laxman applied at Bombay’s famous JJ College
of Art, but was rejected there. He was told that ‘his drawings lacked
the kind of talent to qualify for enrolment in our institution as a 
student’. Later Laxman was invited as a Chief Guest at the same JJ
College when he had become a big name in the world of 
cartooning!

R K LAXMAN

THE 
UNCOMMON 
MAN
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Anyway, the rejection didn’t disappoint him, and he studied 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Mysore. During his studies,
he also started taking up work as a freelancer in newspapers. He
contributed cartoons to Swarajya and an animated film based on
the mythological character, Narada. He also sketched for his
brother RK Narayan’s famous ‘Malgudi Days’.

Laxman’s big break came when he was asked to draw a cartoon
strip on the notorious Kalbadevi shooting for the then-popular 
investigative weekly tabloid newspaper, Blitz. Another famous 
Indian cartoonist Abu Abraham also contributed his early work in
Blitz.

As a 20-year-old, Laxman got his first full-time job as a political 
cartoonist at Mumbai’s Free Press Journal. It was here that he met
Bal Thackeray, who worked as a cartoonist before starting his po-
litical party, the Shiv Sena. They remained dear friends till 
Thackeray’s death on 17th November 2012.

After that, Laxman moved to The Times of India in 1947. Rest, as
they say, is history. As the ToI’s cartoonist, Laxman had a field
day - always taking a bit cynical, humorous, and hapless, view
of the Indiapost independence. 

A decade after he joined ToI, he created his famous Common Man,
in 1957 who featured in his cartoon strip ‘You Said It’. However,
the common man never said anything, but watched everything,
like an average Indian. The antics of all Laxman’s powerful sub-
jects - who became equal under his brutal pen and brush - were
reduced to 
ordinary jokes or public buffoonery. He spared none, from Nehru
to Rajiv, and everyone in between.

WHAT LAXMAN SAID…
• CHANGE? DOES THE COLOUR OF THE SKY
CHANGE EVER? MY SYMBOL WILL NEVER
CHANGE.

• I AM GRATEFUL TO OUR POLITICIANS. THEY
HAVE NOT TAKEN CARE OF THE COUNTRY, BUT
ME.

• MY COMMON MAN IS OMNIPRESENT. HE’S
BEEN SILENT ALL THESE 50 YEARS. HE SIMPLY
LISTENS.

• MY SKETCH PEN IS NOT A SWORD, IT’S MY
FRIEND.

• NOTHING LIKE INDIA FOR CARTOONING AND
DRAWING!

WHAT THEY SAID AFTER 
LAXMAN’S DEMISE…
• RK LAXMAN CONVEYED IMPORTANT SOCIAL
MESSAGES USING HUMOUR AS A TOOL AND RE-
MINDED THE PUBLIC THAT PEOPLE IN AUTHOR-
ITY ARE FALLIBLE AND HUMAN.

PRESIDENT PRANAB MUKHERJEE

• WE ARE GRATEFUL TO RK LAXMAN FOR
ADDING THE MUCH NEEDED HUMOUR IN OUR
LIVES AND ALWAYS BRINGING SMILES ON OUR
FACES.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI

• LIFE EVEN FOR THE COMMON MAN BECOMES
WORTH LIVING WITH SHRI LAXMAN’S WIT AND
WISDOM IN FULL CRY.   TO LAUGH AND MAKE
OTHERS LAUGH AND TO THINK AND MAKE
OTHERS THINK IS THE UNIQUE GIFT OF EVERY
CARTOONIST OF REPUTE.

DR. APJ ABDUL KALAM

• RK LAXMAN’S 'COMMON MAN' REPRESENTED
INDIA FOR MORE THAN ONE GENERATION.

SONIA GANDHI

Google's Doodle on Laxman on his first death anniversary
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In 1993, Laxman suffered his first cardiac arrest, and later called it
a day at The Times of India. But the readers wouldn’t have it. It’s
said that phones at the ToI’s office didn’t stop ringing the day 
Laxman’s cartoon didn’t feature on the front page, and hundreds
of letters poured in. The Times management literally dragged him
out of retirement and welcomed the common man back on its front
page. Laxman was rewarded with lifetime employment at ToI post
that. He continued as a regular full-time employee and drew his
salary till the end. 

Laxman continued cartooning for the Times till 2010, even after
suffering a second stroke in 2003 which paralysed his left side. In
2010, he suffered another stroke which robbed him of his speech.
Ill-health forced him to stop cartooning for the Times but he 
continued drawing till the very end. Laxman’s works have been
compiled into a whopping nine volumes of pocket cartoons. A book
of select political cartoons, ‘The Eloquent Brush’ featuring his best
commentaries from the Nehru to Rajiv Gandhi eras.

In addition to being a cartoonist, Laxman was also a writer and
had published numerous short stories, essays and travel articles.
He directed a movie, ‘Wagle ki Duniya’ for national television. A
Hindi television serial ‘RK Laxman ki duniya’, which was based on
his books completed 353 successful episodes on SAB channel.

Some of Laxman’s short stories, essays and travel articleshave
been collected in the book, The Distorted Mirror. He also authored
three works of fiction, The Hotel Riviera, The Messenger and 
Servants of India. Several collections of Laxman’s cartoons have
been published in the series The Best of Laxman and Laugh with
Laxman. In 1998, Laxman’s autobiography, The Tunnel of Time,was
published.

RK Laxman won numerous awards for his cartoons, including
Asia’s top journalism award, the Ramon Magsaysay Award, in 1984.
The University of Marathwada and the University of Delhi 
conferred honorary Doctor of Literature degrees on him. In 2005,
the Government of India honoured him with India’s second highest
honour, the Padma Vibhushan.

Laxman spent the last few years of his life in Pune. In the middle
of January 2015, he was admitted to the hospital to treat a throat
infection but complications ensued. The end of India’s Uncommon
Man came after multi-organ failure on 26 January 2015. The same
year in November, his wife Kamala also left the world. After 
Laxman’s death, she had said 'I will join you soon’, and she lived
up to her word.

Because nobody said it after that! ToI's tribute to RK Laxman the day
after his death
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´f°ff ³fWXeÔ ̧ f`Ô I`YÀfZ
IYfMÊcXd³fÀMX
¶f³f ¦f¹ff
I`YÀff ÀU·ffU þøYSXe W`X IYfMcÊd³fÀMX WXfZ³fZ IZY d»fE ?

WXSmXIY ¨feþ IZY d»fE EIY ÀUÀ±f AU¸ff³f³ff Af`SX dU³ffZQ UÈdØf (ÀfZÀf AfgRY Á¹fc¸fSX)
IYfMÊcXd³fÀMX IZY ÀU·ffU IZY d»fE þøYSXe AÔ¦f W`ÔXÜ
¸f¦fSX ¹fWX AU¸ff³f³ff Af`SX dU³ffZQ IYe UÈdØf IbYLX IYfZ ¨ffZMX ·fe °ffZ ´fWbÔX¨ff ÀfIY°fe
W`X?

¹fWX ½¹fdöY ´fSX d³f·fÊSX IYSX°ff W`X A¦fSX ½¹fdöY IYe  UÈdØf ³f WXfZ °f·fe CXÀfZ ¨ffZMX ´fWbÔX¨f
ÀfIY°fe W`XÜ  CXÀf¸fZÔ dU³ffZQ UÈdØf WXfZ °f¶f ³fWXeÔ, ¶fd»IY A´f³ff ¸fþfIY CXOÞUf³fZ ¸fZÔ ·fe ¸fþf
Af°ff W`X A¦fSX Af´f ¸fþ¶fc°f BXSXfQZUf»fZ ½¹fdöY WXfZÔ Af`SX þf³f°fZ WXfZÔ dIY ¢¹ff W`ÔX °ffZ Af´fIYfZ
¨ffZMX ³fWXeÔ ´fWbÔX¨f°fe W`X  ¹fWX °ffZ W` WXe dIY IbYLX ¨feþZÔ ¸fþfIY CXOÞf³fZ IYe WXfZ°fe WXe ³fWXeÔ þ`ÀfZ
dIYÀfe IYe ¸ffÔ, ¶fbPÞXf´ff, ¸ff`°f, Qb§fÊMX³ff ¸fZÔ´ff¹ff »fc»ff-»fÔ¦fOÞÞf, AÔ²ff´f³f, BXÀfIYf ²¹ff³f SXJ³ff
´fOÞ°ff W`X IYfMÊcd³fÀMX IYfZ, AU¸ff³f³ff ·fe ÀUÀ±f WXfZ³fe ̈ ffdWXE Af`SX ÀUÀdf IYfSX¯ffZÔ ÀfZ ̧ fþfIY
CXOÞf°fZ Àf¸f¹f ·fe IY÷Y¯ff IYe ¶ff°f ·fc»fe ³fWXeÔ þf ÀfIY°feÜ
Af¸f ½¹fdöY ¸fZÔ, IYWX°fZ W`ÔX, dU³ffZQ UÈdØf IYe IY¸fe W`X?

¹fWX EIY ¦f»f°f ²ffSX¯ff W`XÜ dU³ffZQ UÈdØf Af¸f AfQ¸fe ¸fZÔ ¶fWbX°f WXfZ°fe W`XÜ 47 Àff»f °fIY
¸f`Ô I`YÀfZ »ffZIYd´fi¹f SXWX°ff, A¦fSX ´fcSmX QZVf Af`SX dUQZVf IZY ·fe »ffZ¦f ¸fZSXe IY»ff ÀfSXfWX°fZ-
Àf¸fÓf°fZ ³fWXeÔ?
Af´fIYe IYfMÊc³ffZÔ ´fSX IY·fe ³ffSXfþ¦fe ·fe þfdWXSX WbXBÊX W`X?

¶fWbX°f ¶ffSX ³ffSXfþ¦fe ·fe EZÀfe dIY ¸fZSXe þf³f »fZ³fZ IYe ²f¸fdIY¹ffÔ Qe ¦f¹feÜ ¸f¦fSX ¸f`Ô BX³f
´fSX ²¹ff³f ³fWXeÔ QZ°ff ¢¹ffZÔdIY ¹ff °ffZ EZÀfZ »ffZ¦f ¸fZSXe ¶ff°f WXe ¦f»f°f PÔX¦f ÀfZ Àf¸fÓf »fZ°fZ W`ÔX ¹ff
UZ ̧ fbÓfZ IYfZBÊX ²f¸fÊ´fi¨ffSXIY ¹ff CX´fQZVfIY ̧ ff³f ¶f`NX°fZ W`ÔXÜ ¸f¦fSX ¸f`Ô ³f ²f¸fÊ´fi¨ffSXIY WcÔX ³f CX´fQZVfIY
¸f`Ô »ffZ¦ffZÔ ÀfZ ¹fWX ³fWXeÔ IYWX°ff dIY UZ þeU³f I`YÀfZ dþ¹fZÔ, ¸f`Ô °ffZ IZYU»f CX³fIYe IY¸fþfZdSX¹ffZÔ,
AÀfRY»f°ffAfZÔ Af`SX ¸fcJÊ°ffAfZÔ IYe °fSXRY BXVffSXf IYSX°ff WccÔX, ¸f¦fSX ¹fdQ IYfZBÊX ½¹fdöY A´f³fe
¸fcJÊ°ff IYe AfZSX BÔXd¦f°f IYSX³fZ IZY»fE ¸fbÓfZ þf³f ÀfZ ¸ffSX OXf»f³ff ¨ffWZX °ffZ EZÀfZ ¸fbJÊ ½¹fdöY
IYfZ °ffZ ¸fbÓfZ ³fþSXAÔQfþ WXe IYSX³ff ´fOÞZ¦ffÜ
IYfZBÊX UfIY¹ff Àfb³ff¹fZÔ¦fZ?

EIY ¶ffSX EIY AfQ¸fe ³fZ ¸fbÓfZ »f`MXSX-¶f¸f ·fZþ dQ¹ff ±ffÜ ¹fWX ·ffSX°f-´ffIY ÀfÔ§f¿ÄfÊ IZY
Qf`SXf³f IYe ¶ff°f WX̀Ü Àff`·ffª¹f ÀfZ ̧ fZSmX dÀf´ffg¹f ³fZ BXÀfZ QZJ d»f¹ffÜ ¹fWX ¶f¸f A¸fSXeIY³f IYfÔÀfb»fZMX
IZY d»fRYfRZY ¸fZÔ ·fZþf ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ þ¶f ̧ f`Ô³fZ IYfÔÀfb»fZMX ÀfZ ́ f°ff dIY¹ff °ffZ ¸ff»fc¸f WbXAf dIY CX³WXfZÔ³fZ
°ffZ IbYLX ·fZþf WXe ³fWXeÔ W`X ¸fZSmX ´ffÀfÜ dRYSX ´fbd»fÀf Af¹fe Af`SX CXÀf d»fRYfRZY IYfZ »fZIYSX ¦f¹feÜ
¹fWX 70 IZY QVfIY IYe ¶ff°f W`XÜ A¶f ¹fZ dWÔXQc ÷YdPÞXUfQe W`ÔXÜ BX³WZÔX ¸fZSmX ¶f³ff¹fZ Ad²fIYfÔVf°f:
IYfMÊc³ffZÔ ´fSX Af´fdØf W`XÜ ¹fZ °ffZ AfZ¸f¶fbOÐXÀf¸f`³f °fIY IZY ´ffÀf ¨f»fZ ¦f¹fZÜ ¸f¦fSX ¹fWX ÀU°fÔÂf QZVf
W`X þfZ A¨ff³fIY °ffZ °ff³ffVffWXe ¸fZÔ ¶fQ»f ³fWXeÔ ÀfIY°ffÜ ¹fWX °ff³ffVffWXe ¶f³fZ °ffZ, °f¶f ¸f`Ô ·fe
WbX¢¸f ¸ff³f³fZ »f¦fcÔ¦ffÜ
°f¶f Af´ff°fIY»ff IZY Qf`SXf³ff °ffZ Af´fIYfZ ¶fOÞe ´fSmXVff³fe WXbBÊX WXfZ¦fe?

43global voice

(ÀfbdU£¹ff°f IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX ÀU¦feÊ¹f AfSX IZY »fÃ¸f¯f IYf ¹fWX ÀffÃff°IYfSX Àf³f
1993 ̧ fZÔ k²f¸fÊ¹fb¦fl IZY d»fE ÀfbýVfÊ³ff dõUZýe ³fZ d»f¹ff ±ff) 
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Af´ff°fIYf»f ¸fZÔ °ffZ ¶fWbX°f dQæY°f Af¹fe ±feÜ QSXAÀf»f ¸fbÓf ´fSX °ffZ EIYQ¸f WXe
SXfZIY »f¦f ¦f¹fe ±feÜ °f¶f ¸f`Ô ßfe¸f°fe ¦ffÔ²fe ÀfZ d¸f»f³fZ ¦f¹ff, CX³WXfZÔ³fZ ¶fWbX°f IÈY´ff´fcUÊIY
¸fbÓfZ UWX IYSX³fZ IYe A³fb¸fd°f Qe þfZ ¸f`Ô IYSX³ff ¨ffWX°ff ±ff ¸f¦fSX °f°IYf»fe³f Àfc¨f³ff
´fiÀffSX¯f ¸fÔÂfe Vfb¢»f ³fWXeÔ ¨ffWX°fZ ±fZ dIY ¸f`Ô IYfÔ¦fiZÀf ´ffMXeÊ ¹ff Af´ff°fIYf»f ´fSX IYfZBÊX
·fe IYfMÊcX³f ¶f³ffDYÔÜ CX³WXfZÔ³fZ IYWXf dIY A¦fSX Af´f³fZ A´f³ff IYf¸f þfSXe SXJf °ffZ
Af´fIYfZ I`YQ IYSX d»f¹ff þf¹fZ¦ffÜ ¸f`Ô °ffZ °f¶f °¹ff¦f´fÂf QZ³ff ¨ffWX°ff ±ffÜ 38 Àff»f
IYe ³ff`IYSXe °ffZ WXfZ WXe ¨fbIYe ±fe ¸fZSXe AfdJSX ¸f`Ô ¸fWXe³fZ ·fSX IZY d»fE ¸ffgdSXVfÀf ¨f»ff
¦f¹ff ¢¹ffZÔdIY ¹fWXfÔ °ffZ ¸fZSXe IYfZBÊX þøYSX°f ±fe ³fWXeÔ UWXfÔ ¸fbÓfZ ´f°ff ¨f»ff dIY ßfe¸f°fe
¦ffÔ²fe ³fZ Af¸f  ¨fb³ffU IYe §ffZ¿f¯ff IYe W`XÜ UZ WXfSX ¦f¹feÔ Af`SX ¸f`Ô Uf´fÀf A´f³fZ IYf¸f
´fSX þbMX ¦f¹ffÜ
BXÀfÀfZ °ffZ IYfRYe ´fiZSX¯ff d¸f»fe WXfZ¦fe Af´fIYfZ?

PZXSX ÀffSXe!  EIY ´fcSXe dIY°ff¶f Af¹fe W`X BXÀf ´fSXÜ
Af´f SXfþ³fed°fIY IYfMÊc³f WXe ¢¹ffZÔ ¶f³ff°fZ W`ÔX?

¢¹ffZÔdIY ¸f`Ô SXfþ³fed°fIY IYfMÊcXd³fÀMX WcÔX, Àfb¶¶fb»fÃ¸fe ÀfZ ´fcdLXE UZ IY³ffÊMXIY ÀfÔ¦fe°f
WXe ¢¹ffZÔ ¦ff°fe W`ÔXÜ
¸f¦fSX þeU³f ¸fZÔ °ffZ ¶fWbX°f ÀffSmX dU¿f¹f ·fSmX ´fOÞZ W`ÔX?

IYWXfÔ ? ·ffSX°f ¸fZÔ °ffZ dÀfRÊY EIY WXe dU¿f¹f W`X SXfþ³fed°fÜ QcÀfSmX QZVffZÔ IYe °fSXWX
¹fWXfÔ IYfZBÊX QcÀfSXf dU¿f¹f W`X WXe ³fWXeÔÜ ¹fWXfÔ WXSX ¨feþ SXf³fed°f ÀfZ þbOÞe WbXBÊX W`XÜ dIYÀfe
´ffMXeÊ ¸fZÔ ·fe ¨f»fZ þfBXE ¶ff°f SXfþ³fed°f IYe WXe WXfZ¦feÜ ¨ffWZX ½¹ff´ffSX-Ufd¯fª¹f WXfZ,
¨ffWZX ³¹ff¹f´ffd»ff WXfZ, ¨ffWZX dÀf³fZ¸ff WXfZ, ¨ffWZ A´fSXf²f-WXSX ¨feþ SXf³fed°f ÀfZ þbOÞe W`XÜ
¸fbÓfZ EIY ¨feþ dQJfBXE þfZ SXfþ³fed°f ÀfZ þbOÞe WbBÊX ³f WXfZÜ ASmX ÀIcY»ffZÔ IZY QfdJ»ffZÔ
°fIY ¸fZÔ °ffZ SXf³fed°f W`XÜ
Af´f BXÀf Àf¸f¹f Vfe¿fÊ ´fSX W`Ô . . .

WcÔX ¢¹ff ? ¹fWX °ffZ ¸fbÓfZ ´f°ff ³fWXeÔ ±ff Vfe¿ÄfÊ °ffZ ¶fOÞe J°fSX³ffIY þ¦fWX W`X, QZdJE
SmXOÐXOXe Af`SX ³fSXdÀf¸WXfSXfU IZY Àff±f IY¹ff WXfZ SXWXf W`XÜ
BXÀfed»fE °ffZ ¹fWX ÀfUf»f W`X dIY ¢¹ff Af´f ¹fWXfÔ AÀfbSXdÃf°f ¸fWÀfcÀf ³fWXeÔ
IYSX°fZ?

·fBÊX, ¸f`Ô °ffZ ³fWXeÔ ÀffZ¨f°ff dIY ¸f`Ô Vfe¿fÊ ´fSX WcÔX ¹ff °f»f ´fSX WcÔX, ¸f`Ô A´f³ff IYf¸f
IYSX°ff WcÔX Af`SX CXÀfÀfZ ÀfÔ°fb¿MX WcÔX ¸fZSmX ¸f³f ¸fZÔ EZÀff IYfZBÊX dU¨ffSX ³fWXeÔ W`X dIY ̧ f`Ô ÀfUÊßfZ¿NX
WcÔXÜ
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°f¶f ·ffSX°f IZY ÀfUÊßfZ¿NX IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX IYf`³f W`ÔX?
´f°ff ³fWXeÔ ¹fWX ¸f`Ô ³fWXeÔ ¶f°ff ÀfIY°ffÜ

¶ff»f NXfIYSmX ³fZ 85 ¸fZÔ BX»fZÀMÑZXMZXOX UeIY»fe IYfZ dQ¹fZ  ÀffÃff°IYfSX ¸fZÔ QfZ
IYfMÊcXd³fÀMXfZÔ IYfZ ÀfUÊßfZ¿NX IYWXf ±ff-ÀU¹fÔ IYfZ Af`SX Af´fIYfZÜ BXÀf ¶ffSX þ¶f
CX³fÀfZ ¶ff°f WbXBÊX °ffZ CX³WXfZÔ³fZ dÀfRÊY Af´fIYf ³ff¸f d»f¹ffÜ A¶f Af´fIYfZ IbYLX
IYWX³ff W`X?

Vff¹fQ UZ NXeIY WXe IYWX°fZ W`ÔXÜ Vff¹fQ ¸f`Ô Vfe¿fÊ ´fSX, »ff¨ffSXe ¸fZÔÜ WXf»ff°f ³fZ ¸fbÓfZ
¹fWXfÔ ²fIZY»f dQ¹ff W`XÜ ¸f¦fSX Vfe¿fÊ ´fSX WXfZ³fZ IYe ·ffU³ff ¸fbÓf ¸fZÔ IY·fe ³fWXeÔ W`XÜ A¦fSX
¸f`Ô Vfe¿fÊ ´fSX WcÔX °ffZ ¶fÀf WcÔX, BX°f³ff WXe W`XÜ
Af´f Af`SX dIY³WZÔX A¨LZX IYfMÊcXd³fÀMX IYWZÔX¦fZ?

¸f`Ô QcÀfSmX IYfMcÊXd³fÀMXfZÔ ´fSX dMX´´f¯fe ³fWXeÔ IYSX°ffÜ
IYfMÊcX³f IY»ff IYf ·fdU¿¹f ¢¹ff W`? Af´f³fZ °ffZ ¶fOÞe »fÔ¶fe ´ffSXe JZ»fe W`XÜ
A¶f Af´f ·fdU¿¹f IZY ¶ffSmX ¸fZÔ þøYSX ÀffZ¨f SXWZX WXfZÔ¦fZ dIY Af´fIYe þ¦fWX
IYf`³f »fZ ÀfIY°fZ W`ÔX?

¸fbÓfZ ¸fWXÀfcÀf WXfZ°ff W`X dIY BXÀf IY»ff ¸fZÔ »ff´fSXUfWXe Af°fe þf SXWXe W`XÜ ¸fZSmX UöY
ÀfZ A¶f °fIY ¹fWX IY»ff ¶fPÞXe W`X, ̧ f¦fSX ̧ f`Ô ́ ff°ff WcÔX dIY »ff´fSXUfWX IYfMÊcd³fÀMX AJ¶ffSXfZÔ
¸fZÔ þ¦fWX ¶f³ff SXWZX W`ÔX IYWXeÔ ÀfÔ´ffQIYe¹f À°fSX ´fSX IYfZBÊX þfÔ¨f-´fOÞ°ff»f W`X WXe ³fWXeÔÜ ¸fZSmX
IYfMXÊc³f þøYSX IY·fe dIYÀfe ÀfÔ´ffQIY ³fZ ³fWXeÔ þfÔ¨fZ W`X, ¸f¦fSX ³f¹fe-³f¹fe ´fdÂfIYfAfZÔ
Af`SX AJ¶ffSXfZÔ ¸fZÔ þfZ IYfMÊcX³f LX´f SXWXZ W`ÔX UZ »f¦f°ff W`X dQ¸ff¦f ´fSX d¶f³ff þfZSX OXf»fZ
¶f³ff¹fZ ¦f¹fZ W`ÔX, þfZ ¸f³f ¸fZÔ Af¹ff ¶f³ff dQ¹ff ³f IYfZBÊX SXf³fed°fIY Àf¸fÓf W`ÔX, IY¸f-ÀfZ-
IY¸f dU³ffZQ °ffZ EZÀff WXfZ dIY dIYÀfe QJe-Àf¸fÓfe-¶fcÓfe ¨feþ IYf IYfMÊcX³f ¶f³ff¹ff ¦f¹ff
WXfZ! BXÀfIZY A»ffUf BX³f¸fZÔ ¶fWbX°f ÀffSmX °ffZ ¨fbSXf¹fZ WbXE WXfZ°fZ W`ÔXÜ A·fe Afþ WXe EIY
´fÂf d¸f»ff W`X dþÀf¸fZÔ EIY IYfMÊcX³f ´fid°f¹ffZd¦f°ff IYf ³f°feþf SXfZIY d»f¹ff ¦f¹ff W`XÜ IYfSX¯f
¸ff»fc¸f W`X? ´fi±f¸f ´fbSXÀIYfSX dUþZ°ff ¸fWXfZQ¹f ³fZ ¸fZSXf WXe EIY ´fbSXf³ff IYfMÊc³f ¨fbSXf IYSX
´fid°f¹ffZd¦f°ff ¸fZÔ ·fZþ dQ¹ff ±ffÜ EIY-Af²f SmXJf BX²fSX-CX²fSX IYSX Qe ±feÜ ¶fÔ¦f»ffZSX IZY
¸fZSmX EIY ´fbSXf³fZ ´ffNXIY ³fZ BXÀfZ QZJf °ffZ UWX IYdMÔX¦f ¸fZSmX ´ffÀf ·fZþeÜ ¸fbÓfZ Af¹ffZþIYfZÔ
IYfZ BXÀfIYe BXØf»ff QZ³fe WXe ´fOÞe d»fWXfþf ´fbSXÀIYfSX øYIY ¦f¹ff, ¸ff³f »fedþE IYe
¶fÔ¦f»ffZSX IYf ´ffNXIY ³fWXeÔ WXfZ°ff °f¶f? °f¶f °ffZ ¨ffZSXe IZY IYfMÊXc³f ´fSX ´fbSXÀIYfSX d¸f»f WXe
¦f¹ff WXfZ°ffÜ
°ffZ ·fdU¿¹f ¢¹ff WXfZ¦ff IYfMÊc³f IYf ?

»ffZ¦f ÀfÔþeQf ³fWXeÔ W`X BXÀf ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ ¹fWXe þfZ §fMX³ff A·fe ¶f°ff¹fe BX³WZÔX WXe A¦fSX
´fbSXÀIYfSX d¸f»f ¦f¹ff WXfZ°ff °ffZ ¹fZ A´f³ff IYf¸f þfSXe SXJ°fZ ¸fZSmX ³fWXeÔ °ffZ dIYÀfe Af`SX
IZY IYfMcÊX³f ±ffZOÞe-¶fWbX°f RZYSX¶fQ»f IYSXIZY ¨fbSXf°fZ SXWX°fZ Af`SX ¹fWX ¶f°ff°fZ WbXE dIY ¹fWX
´fbSXÀIYfSX dUþZ°ff ·fe WỒX, BX³WZÔX AJ¶ffSXfZÔ-´fdÂfIYfAfZÔ ¸fZÔ ·fZþ°fZ SXWX°fZ Af`SX ̧ fcJÊ ÀfỐ ffQIY
BX³WZÔX LXf´f°fZ SXWX°fZ þWXfÔ EZÀff WXfZ³fZ »f¦f°ff IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX ¸fWXfZQ¹f IYfZ »f¦f°ff dIY UZ A¶f
À±ffd´f°f WXfZ ¦f¹fZ W`ÔX, Af`SX UZ A´f³fZ IYfZ Jbn¸fJbnf IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX §ffZd¿f°f IYSX QZ°fZ ¸f¦fSX
¹fWX Àf¨f ±ffZOÞÞZ WXe W`X! IYfMÊcd³fÀMX ¶f³f³fZ IZY d»fE ¶fWbX°f ÀffSmX ÃfZÂffZÔ ¸fZÔ 10 ÀfZ 15 U¿fÊ
°fIY IYdNX³f ´fdSXßf¸f IYSX³ff ´fOÞ°ff W`XÜ ´fPÞX³ff ´fOÞ°ff W`XÜ Àff¸ff³¹f Äff³f, dUÄff³f,
SXfþ³fed°fVffÀÂf, A±fÊVffÀÂf, dUQZVfe ¸ff¸f»fZ Àf¶fIYe ¦fWXSXe þf³fIYfSXe WXfdÀf»f IYSX³fe
´fOÞ°fe W`XÜ BXÀfIZY A»ffUf CXÀfZ ¸ff³fU AfIÈYd°f ¶f³ff³ff ·fe A¨LXe °fSXWX Af³ff ¨ffdWXE
IZYU»f ¦ffZQf¦ffQe (OcXOXd»fÔ¦f) Af³ff IYfRYe ³fWXeÔ W`XÜ ¦ffZQf¦ffQe  IYSXIZY IYfMÊcX³f ³fWXeÔ
¶f³ff ÀfIY°fZ Af´fÜ
BXÀf dÀ±fd°f IYfZ Àfb²ffSXf I`YÀfZ þf ÀfIY°ff W`X, ¢¹ffZÔdIY ¹fWX IYfZBÊX ÀUÀ±f
dÀ±fd°f ³fWXeÔ W`X?

WXfÔ ³fWXeÔ W`X, BXÀfZ Àfb²ffSX ÀfIY°fZ W`ÔX AÀUeIÈYd°f ÀfZ ÀfÔfQIYfZÔ IZY AÀUeIYfSX ÀfZ »ffZ¦ffZ
IYfZ »f¦f°ff W`X dIY IYfZBÊX ·fe IYfMcÊd³fÀMX ¶f³f ÀfIY°ff W`XÜ ¸fZSmX ´ffÀf ¶fWbX°f ÀfZ »ffZ¦ffZÔ IZY
´fÂf Af°fZ W`ÔX þfZ IYfMÊcd³fÀMX ¶f³f³ff ¨ffWX°fZ W`ÔX, BX³f¸fZ ¸fZdOXIY»f IZY LXfÂf ·fe WXfZ°fZ W`ÔX,
BÔXdþd³f¹fdSÔX¦f IZY LXfÂf ·fe ¸f¦fSX ¹fWX ÀfÔ·fU ³fWXeÔ W`X WXSX IYfZBÊX IYfMÊcXd³fÀMX ³fWXeÔ ¶f³f
ÀfIY°ffÜ dÀfRÊY BXÀfd»fE BXÀf ´fZVfZ ¸fZÔ Af³fZ IYe ¨ffWX dIY BXÀf¸fZÔ ´fZÀff W`X, £¹ffd°f W`X,
LX´f³fZ IYe ÀfÔ·ffU³ff W`X, ¦f»f°f W`X, IYf¸f IYf LX´f³ff ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ ³fWXeÔ WXfZ³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ ¸f`Ô³fZ
7 Àff»f °fIY BXÀf ¶ff°f IYe ´fSXUfWX ³fWXeÔ IYe ±fe dIY ¸fZSXf IYf¸f LX´fZ ·fe ¸f`Ô A´f³fZ
ÀfÔ°ffZ¿f IZY d»fE IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff°ff ±ff Af`SX Afþ ·fe ¶f³ff°ff WcÔXÜ
¢¹ff ¹fWX ÀfÔ·fU W`X dIY Af´f³fZ þfZ SXfWX A´f³ff¹fe CXÀf ´fSX ¨f»f³fZ IZY d»fE
³f¹fZ IYfMÊcXd³fÀMXfZÔ IYfZ ·fe ´fZidSX°f dIY¹ff þf ÀfIZY?

¸fbÓfÀfZ dIYÀfe ³fZ IYfMcÊd³fÀMX ¶f³f³fZ IYfZ IYWXf ±ffZOÞZ WXe ±ff! ¸f`Ô ¶fWbX°f A¨LZX ´fdSXUfSXdÀf¸¶fû¹fdÀfÀf IZY¸´fÀf ́ fb¯fZ ̧ fZÔ A´f³fZ kIYfg¸f³f ̧ fZ³fk IZY Àff±f  AfSXIZY »fÃ¸f¯f 
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ÀfZ WcÔX þWXfÔ ´fPÞ³fZ-d»fJ³fZ IYf ¸ffWXf`»f ±ffÜ ¸fZSmX ·ffBÊX »fZJIY W`ÔXÜ ¸f¦fS ¸fZSmX ´fdSXUfSX
¸fZÔ d¨fÂfIYfSX IYfZBÊX ³fWXeÔ W`X ´f°ff ³fWXeÔ ¸f`Ô I`YÀfZ IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX ¶f³f ¦f¹ffÜ QSXAÀf»f ¹fWX
¨feþ IbYLX EZÀfe W`X þ`ÀfZ dIYÀfe ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ¦fe°f IZY d»fE ³fÈ°¹f IZY d»fE EIY JfÀf ´fid°f·ff
WXfZ°fe W`XÜ Af`SX UWX ÀfÔ¦fe°fIYfSX, ³f°fÊIY ¶f³f þf°ff W`XÜ ¹fWX kÀ´ffIÊYl ÀU°f: ÀRcY°fÊ WXfZ°ff
W`X, BXÀfZ ¨ffWX³fZ ÀfZ ³fWXeÔ »ff¹ff þf ÀfIY°ff A¦fSX ³f`Àfd¦fÊIY øY´f ÀfZ ÀfbSXe»fe AfUfþ ³f
WXfZ °ffZ ¦ff¹fIY ³fWXeÔ ¶f³ff þf ÀfIY°ffÜ
¸f¦fSX ÀfÔ¦fe°f IYe ´fid°f·ffAfZÔ IYfZ ÀIcY»ffZÔ ¹ff AfIYfQd¸f¹ffZÔ IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ

d³fJfSXf þf ÀfIY°ff W`X AIYfQd¸f¹ffZÔ IZY ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ d³fJfSXf þf ÀfIY°ff W`XÜ
¢¹ff EZÀff IYfMÊcXd³fÀMXfZÔ IZY ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ ÀfÔ·fU ³fWXeÔ?

³fWXeÔ, QcÀfSXf IYfZBÊX ¸fQQ ³fWXeÔ IYSX ÀfIY°ff Af´f JbQ WXe A´f³fe ¸fQQ IYSX ÀfIY°fZ
W`ÔXÜ IYfZBÊ dVfÃfIY Af´fIYfZ IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff³ff ³fWXeÔ dÀfJf ÀfIY°ffÜ UZÀfZ ·fe A¦fSX dVfÃfIY
IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff³ff dÀfJf ÀfIZY °ffZ dRYSX ¹fWX 5000 øY´f¹fZ UZ°f³fUf»ff dVfÃfIY ¢¹ffZÔ ¶f³fZ¦ff,
JbQ WXe 50,000 øY´f¹fZ IY¸ff³fZUf»ff IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX ³fWXeÔ ¶f³f þf¹fZ¦ff? ¹fWX IY»ff QcÀfSmX
IYf ÀfÔ´fiZd¿f°f IYe þf WXe ³fWXeÔ ÀfIY°feÜ þ¶f »ffZ¦f ¸fZSmX ´ffÀf Af°fZ W`ÔX IYWX°fZ W`ÔX WX¸fZÔ
IYfMÊcX³f ¶f³ff³ff dÀfJf QedþE, ¸fbÓfZ ¶fWbX°f ¦fbÀÀff Af þf°ff W`X CX³f ´fSXÜ ¢¹ffZÔdIY ¸f`Ô
JSXf¶f OÑXfBÔX¦f ¶fQfÊV°f WXe ³fWXeÔ IYSX ÀfIY°ffÜ Af`SX þ¶f ¸f`Ô CX³WZÔX Àf¸fÓff°ff ·fe WcÔX °ffZ
UZ Àf¸fÓf WXe ³fWXeÔ ´ff°fZ ¦fiWX¯f ³fWXeÔ IYSX ´ff°fZ ¸fZSf A±fÊ ¸f`Ô IYWX°ff WcÔX dIY SmXJfEÔ QZJ
IYSX d¨fÂf ¶f³ff³ff ¸f°f ÀfeJfZÔ UfÀ°fdUIY þeU³f QZJfZ Af`SX d¨fÂf ¶f³ffAfZ ¸fZSmX ÀffSmX
d¨fÂffZÔ IYe EIY-EIY SmXJf ¸f`Ô³fZ UfÀ°fdUIY þeU³f ÀfZ »fe W`XÜ ¨ffWZX UWX ¶f`NXf WbXAf
½¹fdöY WXfZ, JOÞf WbXAf WXfZ ¹ff Àff²fb WXfZÜ Af´f d¨fÂfIYfSX WbXE ¶f¦f`SX IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX WXfZ WXe
³fWXeÔ ÀfIY°fZÜ d¨fÂfIYfSX ÀfZ ¸f°f»f¶f W`X dIY Af´fIYfZ SmXJfd¨fÂf ¶f³ff³fZ Af°fZ WXfZÔ,
OÑXfµMÐXÀf¸f`³fdVf´f WXfZ³fe ¨ffdWXE Af´f ¸fZÔ Vf¶QfZÔ IZY I`Y´Vf³f ÀfZ þbOÞf SmXJfd¨fÂf ·fe ¶fZWXQ
þøYSXe W`XÜ A¦fSX Af´fIYfZ EZÀff ¸fWXÀfcÀf ³fWXeÔ WXfZ°ff °ffZ IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff°fZ WXe ¢¹ffZÔ W`X?
dÀfRÊY I`Y´Vf³f d»fJ QedþE!
U`ÀfZ I`Y´Vf³f dIY°f³ff ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ W`X?

þ`ÀfZ Qf¹fZÔ WXf±f IZY Àff±f ¶ff¹ffÔ WXf±f ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ W`X, U`Àff WXe ¸fWX°U´fc¯fÊ W`X I`Y´Vf³f
EIY-QcÀfSmX ÀfZ þbOZÞ W`ÔX QfZ³ffZÔÜ
Af´fIYf Àf¶fÀfZ dUUfQfÀ´fQ IYfMcÊX³f IYf`³f-Àff SXWXf W`X, dþÀf³fZ Jc¶f ¦f¸feÊ
´f`Qf IYe WXfZ?

¹ffQ ³fWXeÔ Af°ff U`ÀfZ ¸fZSmX IYfMcÊX³f °ffZ WX¸fZVff ÀfbJQ Uf°ffUSX¯f WXe ¶f³ff°fZ SXWZX W`ÔXÜ
¸f¦fSX IbYLX ³fZ IYBÊX dQ»f þøYSX þ»ff¹fZ WXfZÔ¦fZ?

WXfÔ, þ»ff¹fZ WXfZÔ¦fZ ¸f¦fSX ¸f`Ô »ffZ¦ffZÔ IYe SXf¹f Àfb³f°ff ³fWXeÔÜ ¸f`Ô U`Àff AfQ¸fe ³fWXeÔ WcÔX
dIY þfZ IbYLX ¶f³ff³fZ IZY ¶ffQ »ffZ¦ffZÔ ÀfZ ´fcLX°fZ §fc¸f°fZ W`ÔX, CX³fIYe SXf¹f ¸ffÔ¦f°fZ SXWX°fZ W`ÔXÜ
¸f`Ô IY·fe ³fWXeÔ IYSX°ff ¹fWX Àf¶f ¸fZSmX d»fE °ffZ ¹fWX ¸fZSXf IYf¸f W`X þfZ ¸fZSmX IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff°fZ
WXe J°¸f WXfZ þf°ff W`XÜ WXfÔ, »ffZ¦f Af IYSX ¸fZSmX IYfMcÊX³f JSXeQ°fZ þøYSX W`ÔXÜ ¶fWbX°f ÀffSmX
IYfMcÊ³f d¶fIZY W`ÔX Af`SX WXf»f WXe ¸fZÔ VfSXQ ´fUfSX IYf þfZ IYfMÊcX³f ¶f³ff¹ff ±ff (dIY VfSXQ
´fUfSX IYf Uþ³f QfZ³ffZÔ °fSXWX ÀfZ IY¸f WXfZ SXWXf W`X) UWX ¶fWbX°f ÀffSmX »ffZ¦f JSXeQ³ff
¨ffWX°fZ ±fZÜ ¸f¦fSX dRYSX EIY A¸fSXeIYe ´fifZRZYÀfSX ±fZ dRY»ffOZXd»RY¹ff IZY þfZ IYfMcÊX³f IYfZ
JSXeQ IYSX »fZ ¦f¹fZÜ
Af´f A´f³fZ Af¸f AfQ¸fe IZY ¶f¦f`SX A´f³fe IY»´f³ff IYSX ÀfIY°fZ W`ÔX?

WXfÔ, ¸f¦fSX ¢¹ff UWX ¶f¦f`SX ¸fZSmX A´f³fe IY»´f³ff IYSX ÀfIY°ff W`X?
¸f¦fSX UWX ¶fWbX°f »ffZIYd´fi¹f W`X ³f !

WXfÔ, UWX °ffZ ´ffZÀMZXþ ÀM`X¸´f ´fSX ·fe dUSXfþ¸ff³f WXfZ ¨fbIYf W`XÜ
¸fdWX»ffEÔ IYfMcÊX³f ¢¹ffZÔ ³fWXeÔ ¶f³ff°fe?

BXÀf ÀfUf»f IYf þUf¶f ¸f`Ô ³fWXeÔ QZ ´ffDÔY¦ff, Af´f QedþEÜ
¹fZ ÀU·ffU ÀfZ d³f¿NbXSX ³fWXeÔ WXfZ°fe, BXÀfd»fE °ffZ ³fWXeÔ? 

d³f¿NbXSX ³fWXeÔ WXfZ°fe? SXWX³fZ QedþE ¸fZSmX A³fb·fU A»f¦f W`ÔXÜ
Af´f »fÔ¶fZ Àf¸f¹f ÀfZ IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff°fZ Af SXWZX W`ÔX, Af´f ±fIZY ³fWXeÔ?

³fWXeÔ A¦fSX ±fIY þfDÔY °ffZ ¸f`Ô IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX WXe ³fWXeÔ, IYfMÊcXd³fÀMX IY·fe ±fIY°ff ³fWXeÔ,
¸fZSXf IYf¸f ¸fbÓfZ ³f¹fe ÀRcYd°fÊ QZ°ff W`XÜ dþ°f³ff °ffþfQ¸f ¹fWXfÔ ´fWX»fZ dQ³f ¸fWXÀfcÀf IYSX°ff
±ff U`Àff WXe ¸fbÓfZ Afþ ·fe ¸fWXÀfcÀf WXfZ°ff W`XÜ A´f³fZ ¸fZÔ UWXe °ffþ¦fe Af`SX dUÀ¸f¹f
IYe UWXe ·ffU³ff ¸fWXÀfcÀf WXfZ°fe W`X, þfZ IYf¸f IZY ´fWX»fZ dQ³f WbXBÊX ±feÜ EZÀff ³f WXfZ°ff °ffZ
¸f`Ô ¶ffÀfe WXfZ ¦f¹ff WXfZ°ffÜ
IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX WXfZ IYSX IY¹ff JfZ¹ff W`X Af´f³fZ ?

A¨LXf ÀfUf»f W`X, ¶fWbX°f ÀffSmX IYf¸f IYSX ÀfIY°ff ±ff ¸f`Ô A¦fSX IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX ³f WXfZ°ff

°ffZ ¸f`Ô þfQc¦fSX ¶f³f ÀfIY°ff ±ff, SXÀÀfe ´fSX ¨f»f ÀfIY°ff ±ff ¹ff §fdOÞ¹ffZÔ IYe ¸fSX¸¸f°f
IYSX ÀfIY°ff ±ff, ¸fZIZYd³fIY»f BÔXdþd³f¹fSX ¶f³f ÀfIY°ff ±ffÜ ¸fVfe³fZÔ Af`SX þfQc QfZ³ffZÔ ¸fbÓfZ
¶fWXb°f ´fÀfÔQ W`ÔXÜ
Af`SX ¢¹ff ´fÀfÔQ W`X Af´fIYfZ?

IYf`E, IYf`E ¶fWbX°f A¨LZX »f¦f°fZ W`ÔX ¸fbÓfZ IYf`Af IZY ¸fZZSmX d¨fÂf QÀf-QÀf WXþfSX ¸fZÔ
d¶fIZY W`ÔXÜ ´fiQVfÊd³f¹ffÔ ·fe IYe W`ÔXÜ A·fe ³fUÔ¶fSX ¸fZÔ dRYSX WXfZ¦fe ¸fbÔ¶fBÊX Af`SX ¶fÔ¦f»ff`SX ¸fZÔ
BXÀfIZY A»ffUf I`Y»fZÔOÀfÊ ·fe dOXþfBX³f IYSX°ff WcÔXÜ
RYf¹fQZ ¢¹ff WbXE Af´fIYfZ IYfMcÊd³fÀA ¶f³f³fZ IZY, ´fWX¨ff³f Af`SX ¹f±f IZY
A»ffUf?

´f`Àff IYfRYe d¸f»ff W`X ¸fbÓfZÜ
A¨LXf »f¦f°ff W`X Àfb³f IYSX dIY dIYÀfe IYfZ °ffZ A´f³ff ´f`Àff IYfRYe »f¦f°ff W`XÜ
´fSX ²feSmX-²feSmX ¶ffZd»fE BX³fIY¸fM`X¢Àf Uf»fZ Àfb³f ³f »fZÔ!

´fSXUfWX ³fWXeÔ, ¸fZSXe ÀffSXe IY¸ffBÊX k½WXfBXMXl ¸fZÔ þfZ W`, OXSmÔX UZ dþ³fIYf IYf»ff  ´f`Àff
WXfZÔ! U`ÀfZ IYfRYe WXe IYWX³ff ·fe ¨ffdWXE ³f!
¹fWXfÔ dIY°f³fZ §fÔMZX IYf¸f IYSX°fZ W`?

Àff°f-AfNX §fÔMZXÜ
BX°f³fZ §fÔMZX ¢¹ff IYSX°fZ W`ÔX?

´fPÞX°ff WcÔX, ÀffZ¨f°ff WcÔX Af`SX IYf¸f °ffZ IYSX°ff WXe WcÔXÜ
BX°f³ff UöY »f¦f°ff W`X IYfMcÊX³f ¶f³ff³fZ ¸fZÔ?

ÀffZ¨f³fZ ¸fZÔ ª¹ffQf UöY »f¦f°ff W`XÜ 3-4 §fÔMZX! þ¶f ´fWX»ff AfBXdOX¹ff Af¹fZ °ffZ CXÀfZ
IY·fe ³fWXeÔ ´fIYOÞ³ff ¨ffdWXE, UWX ´fi»ffZ·f³f WXfZ³ff W`X °ffdIY Af´f CXÀf¸fZÔ RÔYÀfZ Af`SX
JSXf¶f IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX ¶f³f þf¹fZÔÜ ¶ffQ ¸fZÔ WX¸fZVff CXÀfÀfZ ¶fZWX°fSX AfBXdOX¹ff Af°ff W`XÜ ³f¹fe
´fePÞXe IZY Àff±f ¹fWXe ¦fOÞ¶fOÞ W`XÜ þfZ ´fWX»ff AfBXdOX¹ff CX³fIZY ¸f³f Af°ff W`X UZ RYf`SX³f
CXÀfZ ¶f³ff³fZ ¶f`NX þf°fZ W`ÔX Af`SX RYMXfRYMX A´f³ff IYf¸f d³f¶fMXf IYSX ¨f»f°fZ ¶f³f°fZ W`ÔXÜ ¸f`Ô
IYWX°ff WcÔX dIY QSXAÀf»f ¸f`Ô ¶fbSXf IYfMcÊXd³fÀMX WcÔX, °f·fe °ffZ ¸fbÓfZ BX°f³ff UöY »f¦f°ff W`X
IYfMcÊ³f ¶f³ff³fZ ¸fZÔÜ
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In the forty odd years that I knew
R.K. Laxman I never ceased to
marvel at the singular traits of his

personality: boundless curiosity
about the way the world spins, a
penchant fordetecting an oddity in an
individual, a place, an object, a   
situation, a bird or an animal, a zest
for harmless mischief, a flair for 
mimicry and a rigorous discipline that
he     imposed on himself. All this
taken   together accounts - largely if
not in full measure - for his
prodigious    output of cartoons and 
caricatures and their unprecedented
appeal.

The appeal indeed cut across        generations, party lines, ideo-
logical frontiers, across regions and communities and genders,
across fads and fashions of the day.How did he pull this off? One
reason, I reckon, is that Laxman deployed his gifts to expose the
double-think and double-speak of the powerful and the influential
with clarity and candour but without a shard of malice. That was
his Laxmanrekha.

He depicted the ludicrous side of our nation’s rulers with 
consummate aplomb. But never once did he offend their dignity. I
can’t recall any cartoon or caricature which carried the faintest
whiff of prejudice against a religious community, a caste, a 
linguistic group, a gender. That quality endeared him to his 
readers. In their eyes he doubtless  was the Peter Pan of our
Republic. 

Only once did he have to appear in court. One of his pocket 
cartoons in the Times of India had riled a Shiv Sena activist who
proceeded to file a defamation suit against him, the editor(me)
and the manager of the paper (Ram Tarneja) in a small town
somewhere in the boondocks of Maharashtra. We had to travel
for several hours in a particularly hot season to appear before a
local magistrate to seek permission not to appear in person for
subsequent court hearings. The proceedings lasted barely twenty
minutes. What followed was a sight to behold: the judge, now

Dileep Padgaonkar

Consulting Editor, 
The Times of India
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bereft of his official apparel, and the complainant rushed to
Laxman outside the court to request him to pose for a 
photograph with them!

It is in his pocket cartoons that Laxman kept a tab on the 
concerns of  average citizens which he depicted with an unerring
sense of topical relevance: corruption of politicians, 
procrastination of babus, potted roads, water and electricity
shortages, traffic jams, life in slums, the conceits of sundry holy
men and women. These have lost none of their sting even today.
Laxman’s Common Man represented ‘civil society’ long before
the term gained currency – a ‘civil society’ that is bemused and
bewildered and often quite helpless in the face of everyday 
problems that assail it from all sides.

The point to note is that unlike many of his peers in journalism
Laxman avoided the pit-falls of partisan politics and the dust and
grime of ideological battles. But none of this was tantamount to
an amoral stand. Quite to the contrary. His loathed humbug and
cant in public life. Consider the targets of his ire: self-styled holy
men, over-righteous politicians, those who wore patriotism on
their sleeve and those who resorted to moral policing to avenge
‘hurt sentiments.’ Yet one of his favourite past-times was to draw
Lord Ganesha. This, I suspect, had little or nothing to do with a
religious impulse. It had everything to do with the Lord’s
supremely contended demeanour. 

Laxman was no unalloyed modernist either. Not for him the
enchantment of avant-garde art and literature. He would wrinkle
his nose at the sight of an abstract painting or sculpture. Nor had
he any patience for sweeping intellectual arguments. What
mattered to him was rugged commonsense – one that he sought
to expresswith abiding simplicity, directness and grace.

It is these very virtues that he celebratedin whatever tickled his
fancy including, above all,crows. He once asked me to hurry to
his room to witness a spectacle on the road beneath his office
window. Half-a-dozen crows stood in a queue at the edge of a
puddle. Each one entered it, flapped its wings in the water and
exited at the other end when the next one followed. With one
eye-brow arched, he then pointed to a bus-stop where the 
passengers jostled for standing room. He didn’t utter a word. But
he said it all. Much like his Common Man did day after day for
five decades and more.

Courtsy:Outlook
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ÀU¦feÊ¹f AfSX IZY »fÃ¸f¯f,dþ³WXZÔ IYfMÊXc³f þ¦f°f IYf dý»fe´f IbY¸ffSX
IYWXf þf¹fZ °fû ¦f»f°f ³f WXû¦ffÜ þWXfh C³fÀfZ ́ fWX»fZ IYûBÊ ·fe
IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX B°f³fZ ¶fOÞZ  I ý IYf ³fWXeÔ WXbAf AüSX ³f WXe C³fIZY ¶ffýÜ
BÀfd»fE WX¸ffSZX ýZVf ̧ fZÔ IYfMÊXc³f ¶f³ff³ff ÀfeJ³fZ Uf»fZ dIYÀfe ·fe
³fUûý¹f IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX IZY d»fE Àf¶fÀfZ ́ fWX»ff IYfEýf AfSX IZY »fÃ¸f¯f
IZY IYfMÊXc³fûÔ IYf ¶ffSXeIYe ÀfZ A²¹f¹f³f WXû°ff WX`Ü ýcÀfSZX Vf¶ýûÔ ̧ fZÔ
»fÃ¸f¯f WXSX ³fE IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX IYe Ad»fdJ°f ́ ffNXVff»ff WXû°fZ
WX`Ô, þWXfh UWX ýfdJ»ff »fZ°ff WX`Ü ¹fWX ¶ff°f AüSX WX` dIY C¸fi ¶fPÞX³fZ IZY
Àff±f-Àff±f Àf·fe A´f³fe A»f¦f ́ fWX¨ff³f ¶f³ff »fZ°fZ WX`Ô ̧ f`Ô ·fe C³f¸fZ
ÀfZ EIY ±ffÜ
¶f¨f´f³f ̧ fZÔ A´f³fe WXþ ÀfZ »füMXe ³ff³fe IYû »fZ³fZ ̧ fba¶fBÊ ¦f¹ff ±ff
.Àfb¶fWX -Àfb¶fWX dIYÀfe »fûIY»f þf³fIYfSX IYû »fZIYSX C³fÀfZ d¸f»f³fZ
IYe »f»fIY d»fE MXfB¸Àf AfgRY Bd¯OX¹ff IZY ýµ°fSX ́ fWXba¨ffÜ ̈ fcadIY

¶fWXb°f Àfb¶fWX ±fe BÀfd»fE UWaXf ̧ füþcý ¦ffOÊX ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY ýû´fWXSX ̧ fZÔ AfB¹fZ AüSX C³fIZY ́ feE ÀfZ d¸fd»fE Ü »fZdIY³f
¶fWXb°f IYûdVfVf IYSX³fZ  ́ fSX ·fe UWaXf »fÃ¸f¯f þe ÀfZ ̧ fZSXe ̧ fb»ffIYf°f ³fWXeÔ WXû ÀfIYeÜ
¶ffý ̧ fZÔ Àf³f 1993 ̧ fZÔ ¶ff¶fSXe ̧ fdÀþý dU²UaÀf IYe ́ fWX»fe ¶fSXÀfe ́ fSX UWX kÀfWX¸f°fl IZY ¶fb»ffUZ ́ fSX CÀf¸fZ ·ff¦f »fZ³fZ
dý»»fe Af¹fZ ±fZÜ CÀfe ýüSXf³f ̧ fZSXe C³fÀfZ ́ fWX»fe ̧ fb»ffIYf°f WXbBÊ Ü C³f dý³fûÔ ̧ f`Ô k³fU·ffSX°f MXfB¸Àf IZY Àff±f

»fÃ¸f¯f:Àf¶fÀfZ A»f¦f,Àf¶fÀfZ ¶fZWX°fSX

IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX)
½fdSX¿NX IYfMÊXcd³fÀMX

kBIYû³fûd¸fIY MXfB¸Àfl ̧ fZÔ ·fe IYfMÊXc³f ¶f³ff°ff ±ffÜ d¸f»f³fZ ́ fSX ̧ f`Ô³fZ C³WXZÔ þ`ÀfZ WXe A´f³fZ ¶ffSZX ̧ fZÔ ¶f°ff¹ff, C³WXûÔ³fZ
¸fbÓfZ ÓfMX ÀfZ ¶f¦f»f ̧ fZÔ ¶f`NXf d»f¹ff Ü IbYLX §faMZX UWX UWXe ¶f`NXZ ÀffÃff°IYfSX ýZ°fZ SXWXZÜ ¶fe¨f-¶fe¨f ̧ fZÔ A´f³ff ́ fPX³fZ Uf»ff
¨fV¸ff ̧ fbÓfZ ́ fIYOÞf ýZ°fZ Ü CÀfZ LXc ·fS XIZY  ̧ fbÓfZ ¶fWXb°f ¦fUÊ WXû°ff ±ffÜ UWX UfIYBÊ ̧ fZÔ ̧ fZSZX d»fE EIY ¹ffý¦ffSX dý³f ±ffÜ
AfB ¶fe E¨f ́ fd¶»fIZYVf³f õfSXf ́ fiIYfdVf°f C³fIZY IYfMÊXc³f Àfa¦fiWX k¹fc ÀfZOXBMXl IZY IYBÊ Uû»¹fb¸f ̧ fZSZX ́ ffÀf ±fZÜ »fÃ¸f¯f
IZY IYfMÊXc³fûÔ IYe EIY ¶fOÞe JfdÀf¹f°f ¹fWX ±fe dIY UWX A´f³fZ IYfMÊXc³f IZY ́ ffÂfXûÔ IZY Àff±f dþ°f³fe ̧ fZWX³f°f IYSX°fZ ±fZ,
C°f³fe WXe CÀfIZY ¶f`IY¦fifCaOX¸fZÔ SXJe ̈ feþûÔ, BaÀff³fûÔ ¹ff þf³fUSXûÔ IZY Àff±f  ·fe IYSX°fZ ±fZ Ü ¶f`IY¦fifCaOX ýZJI SX
»f¦f°ff ±ff þ`ÀfZ IYûBÊ RYûMXû¦fifRY ýZJ SXWXZ WXûÔÜ »fÃ¸f¯f IZY IYfMÊXc³f ́ fcSXe °fSXWX ÀfZ ̧ fZ³fbA»fe ¶f³ff¹fZ þf°fZ ±fZ Ü UWX
C³f¸fZ IYWXe MZX¢³feIY»f Àf´fûMÊX BÀ°fZ¸ff»f ³fWXeÔ IYSX°fZ ±fZ . ̈ ffWXZ UWX ¶»f`IY EaOX ½WXfBMX IYfMÊXc³f WXûÔ ¹ff SaX¦fe³fÜ CÀf
Àf¸f¹f ·fe C³fIZY WXf±fûÔ ÀfZ ¶f³ff¹fZ IYfMÊXc³f °fIY³feIY IZY ÀfWXfSZX ¶f³ff¹fZ IYfMÊXc³fûÔ ÀfZ IYBÊ ¦fb³ff ¶fZWX°fSX WXû°fZ ±fZ ÜUWX
A´f³fZ ́ fcSZX IYf¹fÊIYf»f ̧ fZÔ ¶fiVf ÀfZ IYfMÊXc³f ¶f³ff°fZ ±fZ, þû EIY ¶fWXb°f IYdNX³f IYf¹fÊ ±ffÜ ̧ f`Ô³fZ ·fe k³fU·ffSX°f MXfB¸Àfl ̧ fZÔ
SXWX°fZ WXbE 1994 °fIY¶fiVf ÀfZ WXe IYfMÊXc³f ¶f³ff¹fZÜ »fZdIY³f Vff¹fý »fÃ¸f¯f þ`Àff Àfa¹f¸f ̧ fbÓf¸fZ ³fWXeÔ ±ff, Àfû ̧ f`Ô³fZ ·fe
RYfCaMZX³f ́ fZ³f,ÀIZY¨f ́ fZ³f AüSX ·fe IYBÊ °fSXWX IZY ́ fZ³fûÔ ÀfZ IYfMÊXc³f ¶f³ff³ff VfbøY IYSX dý¹ffÜ UWX SXûþ IZY ́ ffgIZYMX
IYfMÊXc³f IZY A»ffUf WXµ°fZ ̧ fZÔ ́ fZþ EIY ́ fSX EIY WXe ¶ffg¢Àf ̧ fZÔ °fe³f-¨ffSX IYfMÊXc³fûÔ IYû EIY WXe RiZY¸f ̧ fZÔ ýZ°fZ ±fZÜ ̧ fZSXe
þf³fIYfSXe ̧ fZÔ BÀf °fSXWX IYf ¹fWX ýbd³f¹ff ̧ fZÔ ́ fWX»ff ́ fi¹fû¦f SXWXf WXû¦ffÜ WXf»ffhdIY IbYLX dU¿f¹f °fû CÀf IYfMÊXc³f IZY ¶f³f³fZ
IYe ¶ffSXe Af³fZ °fIY ¶ffÀfe ·fe WXû þf°fZ ±fZÜ ¶ffUþcý BÀfIZY »fû¦fûÔ ̧ fZÔ C³fIYf Ba°fþfSX SXWX°ff ±ffÜ °f·fe °fû 
»fÃ¸f¯f ,»fÃ¸f¯f ±fZ .....Àf¶fÀfZ A»f¦f,Àf¶fÀfZ ¶fZWX°fSXÜ
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